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Atlas Celebrates Tenth Anniversary

In celebration of its tenth anniver-
sary, Atlas hosted one of the largest
gatherings of free-market activists in
its history. The joint celebration and
16th international workshop, held on
May 9-11, 1991, was widely attended
by people from institutes, foundations,
and corporations around the world.

Atlas influence has increased
steadily over the past decade. The At-
las “network” of institutes now truly
spans the globe with institutes in Africa,
Latin America, Eastern Europe, Rus-
sia and the former Soviet Republics.
Efforts are underway to develop new
organizations or otherwise cooperate

with people in South Africa, the Re-
public of Georgia, and the Ukraine.
During the past year, new institutes
have been incorporated in the Bahamas,
in Canada, in Czechoslovakia, in
Ghana, in Greece, in Portugal, in the
USSR, and in several US states.

Free-Market Institutes’ Efforts Increase in Africa

Atlasis pleased to be involved with
several new free-market efforts in Af-
rica.

In 1990, the Zenzele Institute was
established in Johannesburg, South
Africa, to promote classical liberal
values and institutions. The institute
plans to promote these ideas by teach-
ing courses; by sponsoring conferences
and seminars; by publishing policy
reports and newsletters; and eventually;
by publishing a weekly news column,
books, and issue papers. Atlas recently
assisted Zenzele by organizing and
contributing to the costs of a fundraising
trip to the U.S. for Esau Mngomezulu,
the institute’s Executive Director.

Charles Mensah, who recently

Right: Charles Mensah details
his plans for the IEA Ghana.
Far right: Esau Mngomezulu
describes the work of the newly
established Zenzele Institute in
Johannesburg, South Africa.

completed his Ph.D. in Economics at
George Mason University in Fairfax,
Virginia, has returned to his native
country to head the IEA Ghana. One of
the institute’s first projects is the 1991
Peter T. Bauer essay competition,
which has drawn over 40 entries ad-

dressing the #pic—“Economic”

Growth in Africa: Aid or Trade?” At-
las contributed seed money, helped
secure foundation grants, and provided
three travel grants to assist in fund
raising and development of this new
institute.

Gabriel Eteki, from Cameroon, who
is currently a graduate student in eco-
nomics at Paris-Dauphine University,
has organized a “union” for supporters

of free market ideas. The group, com-
prised of African students studying in
Paris, recently held its first formal
seminar with the support and coopera--
tion of Professor Pascal Salin of Dau-
phine. Atlas donated three shipments
of market economics books to help
support the student group. Hopefully
the “union‘* will become a focal point
for students from all French-speaking
African nations.

Upon completion of his studies,
Eteki hopes to return to Cameroon to
establish a free-market, public policy
institute.

4210 Roberts Road, Fairfax, Virginia 22032-1028 Tel: 703/764-2606 Fax: 703/764-1577




Highlights

25

16th International Workshop Held Near Atlas Headquarters

One of the most exciting confer-
ences in the Atlas International Work-
shop series was held in Herndon, Vir-
ginia, from May 9-11, 1991. The meet-
ing was attended by 140 participants,
including representatives of 54 insti-
tutes from 24 countries.

The meeting was off to an unusual
start with a videotaped keynote ad-
dress by Hernando de Soto, author of
the international bestseller E/ Otro
Sendero (The Other Path) and head of
the Instituto Libertad y Democracia in
Lima, Peru. For reasons made clear by
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Top left: Father Robert A. Sirico

- describes the work of the Acton Institute

while chairman Sally Pipes (Fraser
Institute) and Virginia Straus (Pioneer
Institute) look on.

Top Right: Stuart Arnett (Ethan Allen
Institute for Public Policy) and Steve
Buckstein (Cascade Policy Institute) listen

for pointers on managing statewide

institutes.

Bottom: In the foreground, John
Goodman (National Center for Policy
Analysis) and Gabriel Roth listen intently
during a workshop session.

his videotaped message, de Soto was
unable to deliver the keynote address
personally. .

A week before the Atlas meeting, a
26-kilogram bomb exploded outside
the ILD headquarters, missing de Soto
by only 15 minutes. Deborah Orsini,
the only staff member in the building at
the time, described how the bombing is
believed to be linked to the recent
success of the ILD in forging an agree-
ment with the government on national
drug policy. This de-regulatory, pro-
private property policy threatens the

entrenched vested interests that con-
trol Peru’s drug traffick. While ac-
knowledging the dangers involved in
the fight for freedom, de Soto, none-
theless, offered encouragement to his
many colleagues.

The first panel of the workshop
focused on the “past, present, and fu-
ture” of the war of ideas. Chaired by
Sally Pipes (Fraser Institute, Canada),
this session traced the origins and de-
velopmentof free-market public policy
institutes. Lord Harris (Institute of
Economic Affairs, UK) and Michael
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