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“Better Government” Contests Attract Widespread Participation

“Better government” contests have
become one of the newest strategies in
the battle to minimize government
waste. The competitions, offered by a
growing number of public policy insti-

“tutes, solicit citizen plans to cut gov-

ernment spending.

While the details vary from insti-
tute to institute, the basic plans are
similar. Each program calls for a short
proposal from anyone who has anidea
to improve government efficiency. A
panel of judges selects the winning
proposals. With the assistance and co-
operation of government officials or
agencies (as arranged by the sponsor-
ing institute), the initial proposals are
developed into final plans, which

typically are popularized at media
events and honored at awards ceremo-
nies.

The first better government com-
petition was sponsored in 1991 by the
Pioneer Institute for Public Policy
Research (Boston, MA). Other insti-
tutes, including the Pacific Research
Institate for Public Policy (San
Francisco, CA) and The Fraser Insti-
tute (Vancouver, Canada), have de-
veloped their own versions of the con-
tests. Competitions can be statewide,
as in the case of Pioneer and Pacific, or
nationwide like that of The Fraser In-
stitute. Pioneer has recently announced
a new twist: this year it will solicit
ideas on improving governmental ef-

Atlas Establishes New Links in Sweden
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and Estonia

ficiency in environmental protection.

The unique combination of citizen
involvement, government review, and
institute sponsorship offers a new
mechanism for introducing and imple-
menting innovative cost-cutting mea-
sures. Atlas associate Kurt Weber has
been visiting institutes in Latin America
and encouraging them to develop their
own versions of better government
contests. Weber, the concept origina-
tor, has written a case study, “Pioneer
Institute’s First Annual Better Gov-
ernment Competition,” which is
available through Atlas. Please con-
tact Atlas or any of the institutes men-
tioned above for further information.

In March 1992, Carl Helstrom,
Atlas Director of Program Develop-
ment, and Leonard P. Liggio, Distin-
guished Senior Scholar of the Institute
for Humane Studies (Fairfax, VA),
visited Sweden and Estonia for a series
of meetings with executives of Timbro
(Stockholm, Sweden) and the Market
Economy Center (Tallinn, Estonia).

Founded in 1978, Timbro blends
the intellectual talents of a sophisti-
cated network of Swedish academics,
journalists, and policymakers into an
innovative center for original research,
(continued on page 2)

Tiit Lillipuu (left), Director of the Estonian
Market Economy Center, and Carl
Helstrom, Atlas Director of Program
Development, outside the Tornide valjak,
Square of the Towers, in Tallinn, Estonia.
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(Sweden continued from page 1)
teaching, and publishing.

Timbro Publishing has produced
more than 200 books, including im-
portant Swedish economic, political,
and social writings. The publishing
department also facilitates Swedish
translations of classic texts by thinkers
from other countries.

Timbro Idea, the institute’s teach-
ing department, conducts lecture se-
ries, seminars, and research projects
primarily through the City University
of Stockholm, the first private institu-
tion of higher learning in Sweden. The
City University emphasizes economic,

historical, and legal studies, and offers ..

interdisciplinary coursework.
Through Timbro Press, the insti-
tute operates a news agency that pro-
vides columns, feature stories, and
editorials to most of Sweden’s major
news outlets. This department also or-
ganizes seminars for economic jour-
nalists and produces a quarterly maga-

LeonardLiggio(left), Distinguished Senior
Scholar of the Institute for Humane Studies,
with Mats Johansson, President of Timbro,
in Timbro’s headquarters.

zine, Market Economy Review.
Because of close historical ties be-
tween Sweden and Estonia, Timbro
has helped establish the Market
Economy Center based in Tallinn,
Estonia’s capital. The MEC conducts
seminars on business principles and
market economics, emphasizing the
importance of private property owner-
ship, freely-functioning markets, and
sound money. To reach as many Esto-
nians as possible, the seminars are held

in towns throughout the country.

The MEC is also working with the
Institute for Humane Studies and
Laissez Faire Books (San Francisco,
CA) to sell books on economics, poli-
tics, and philosophy in Estonia. Ac-
cording to several students, the books
are indeed circulating among Estonian
intellectual circles. The old Soviet
department store in the heart of Tallinn
is the main retail outlet for the publica-
tions.
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Atlas President Alejandro Chafuen lectures atthe Acton Institute’s “ Ethics and Economics”

seminar.

Institute News

William F. Buckley, founder of the
National Review and host of “Firing
Line,” will be the guest speaker at the
Second Anniversary Dinner of The
Acton Institute for the Study of Re-
ligion & Liberty (Grand Rapids, MI)
in May 1992. Acton is also planning a
two-day summer seminar for future
religious leaders entitled “Towards a
Free and Virtuous Society” tointroduce
the philosophical and historical roots
of a free society. The topic of “Ethics
and Economics” was addressed by
Alejandro Chafuen during Acton’s
inaugural seminars held in 1991.

In March, Sirico presented “The
Morality of the Market” at the Pacific
Forum sponsored by Pacific Research
Institute and The Smith Center for
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Private Enterprise Studies (Hayward,
CA), exploring the role of religion in a
market society. The American Enter-
prise Institute (Washington, DC)
hosted Sirico in April to speak about
the significance of the papal docu-
ments Rerum Novarum and
Centissimus Annus.

The John Locke Institute of
Canada (St. Catherines, Ontario)
conducted its second student seminar
on Feb. 14-17 in Toronto. The semi-
nar, “Foundations for a Free Society,”
attracted over 20 Canadian students
from as far away as Victoria,
Edmonton, and Montreal. For most of
the students, the seminar provided the
first opportunity to meet classical lib-
eral scholars and discuss free market
ideas. Faculty consisted of Ralph Raico
(State University College at Buffalo,
New York), David Schmidtz (Yale
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Michael Walker, Miguel Angel Rodriguez, and Alberto Di Mare at the March seminar on

regional integration in Costa Rica.

University, New Haven, CT), and Mark
Hughes (author of a forthcoming
Fraser Institute publication, The Ties
that Bind). The Institute is planning a
third seminar to be held in Edmonton
in February 1993.

The Fraser Institute (Vancouver,
BC) and Asociacion Nacional de
Fomento Econémico (San José, Costa
Rica) organized a seminar on “An Ex-
ploration on the Dynamics of Regional
Integration: NAFTA, The Americas
and Beyond.” The meeting took place
March 23-24, 1992, in San José. Atlas
sponsored a delegation of six institute
representatives fromLatin America and
four from Canadaand the United States.
Two of Atlas’s Costa Rican friends,
Dr. Alberto Di Mare, former chancel-
lor and current treasurer of a leading
CostaRicanUniversity, and Dr. Miguel
Angel Rodriguez, president of Costa
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Left: John Goodman,
President of National
Center for Policy Analysis

Right: Charles Rowley
(center) autographs his
book, The Rightto Justice,
at a reception hosted by
the Institute for Humane
Studies.

Rica’s Congress, were active partici-
pants at the sessions. . ... ...

Instituto Libertad y Desarrollo
(Santiago, Chile) invited John
Goodman, President of the National
Center for Policy Analysis (Dallas,
TX) to South America in April to in-
troduce its Spanish edition of NCPA’s
book Progressive Environmentalism.
ILD alsoreleased Soluciones Privadas
a Problemas Publicos (Private Solu-
tions to Public Problems), a 280-page
book which documents the history of
market solutions to improving and re-
placing government provision of goods
and services in Chile.

Institute of Economic Affairs-
Ghana (Accra, Ghana) held a confer-
ence in the capital city of Accra that
was attended by a broad cross-section
of academics, journalists, and
policymakers, including members of
the international diplomatic commu-
nity from Canada, Gambia, the Euro-
pean Community, Sierra Leone, the
United Kingdom, and the United States.

In April, The Locke Institute
(Fairfax, VA) introduced The Right to
Justice by Charles Rowley at recep-
tions hosted by the Institute for Jus-
tice (Washington, DC) and Institute
for Humane Studies. The book ana-
lyzes the Legal Services Corporation
and its handling of legal defense for
poor people in the United States.
Rowley finds the quality of legal ser-
vices to be highly inadequate and rec-
ommends a voucher system to help
poor people find private legal assis-
tance.
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