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In November, the Atlas Economic
Research Foundation hosted a U.S.
tour for Dr. Digby Anderson of
England’s Social Affairs Unit to pro-
mote the book, The Loss of Virtue:
Moral Confusion & Social Disorder in
Britain & America.

During his seven-stop tour, Ander-
son made luncheon and dinner
speeches, appeared on radio shows,
attended roundtable discussions, and
videotaped commentaries for televi-
sion broadcast for: the Evergreen

.Freedom Foundation in Olympia,

WA,; the Cascade Policy Institute and
the Mt. Hood Society in Portland, OR;
The Acton Institute in Grand Rapids,
MI; Atlas in Fairfax, VA; The James
Madison Institute in Tallahassee, FL;
the Claremont Institute and Claremont-
McKenna College in Claremont, CA;
and the Pacific Research Institute in
San Francisco, CA.

The Loss of Virtue,edited by Ander-
son and published in the United States
by National Review Books, is a collec-
tion of fifteen essays that seeks to re-
store “the old understanding that so-
cial problems are in part, perhaps large
part, moral problems.”

The book explains why the tradi-

: Digby Anderson, editor
- of The Loss of Virtue,

= on promotional tour.
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tional virtues of American and British
society, based in moral absolutes and
individual responsibility, have been
superseded by new moral concepts of
relativismand egalitarianism. Itshows
how the traditional virtues encourage
individual and national responsibility,
(continued on page 6)

Atlas Fellow Lectures in Argentina and Chile

Deroy Murdock

Atlas adjunct fellow Deroy
Murdock carried the free-market, prop-
erty rights message abroad when he
visited institutes in Argentina and Chile
last November and December.

Murdock, president of Loud and
Clear Communications, a marketing
and media consultancy based in New
York City, is an active journalist with
a keen interest in Latin American af-
fairs. His journalistic skills have been
recognized on several occasions, in-
cluding an honorable mention in the
Institute for Humane Studies’
(Fairfax, VA) 1988 Felix Morley Me-
morial Journalism competition. His
articles have appeared in major news-

papers, including The Wall Street Jour-

nal and The New York Times.

In Buenos Aires, Murdock ad-
dressed a variety of topics and audi-
ences. He spoke on the perils of
America’s flirtation with neo-social-
ism to a group of 20 young people at a

program organized by Gabriel Salvia

of Fundacion del Sud, on the NAFTA
vote on a radio broadcast, and on mar-
ketreformsin Argentina and the Ameri-
can Clinton experience with staff from
Fundacion Republica. Murdock also
had the opportunity to interview Mar-
tin Krause of Fundacion America about
the Argentine economy and Economic
(continued on page 6)
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Institute News

The Acton Institute (Grand Rap-
ids, MI) announces its new Bradley
Foundation Visiting Scholar in Reli-
gion and Liberty Fellowships. The pro-
gram provides grants for scholars from
the formerly communist countries of
Central and Eastern Europe to study in
the U.S. and to lecture about living
under totalitarianism and religion’s role
in securing and sustaining a free soci-
ety.

The institute also recently estab-
lished the Cook Fellowship Program
to provide financial assistance to semi-
narians participating in the conference
program, “Toward A Free and Virtu-
ous Society.” Named after the
program’s sponsors, Peter and Emajean
Cook, the fellowships will help further
the institute’s efforts to bring the wis-
dom of free market ideas to future
religious leaders.

Acton’s lecture series featured
Digby Anderson of Britain’s Social
Affairs Unit in November; Michael
Medved, host of the PBS program
“Sneak Previews” and author of “Hol-
lywood vs. America,” in December;
and Dr. Russell Kirk, author of over
thirty books ranging from politics to
short stories, in January.

Cascade Policy Institute (Port-
land, OR) launched a better govern-
ment competition in March. The BGC
actively engages individuals and orga-
nizations in the development of ideas
that encourage the reduction of gov-
ernment spending, increase the effi-
ciency of government service deliv-
ery, and create private sector alterna-
tives to public services and assets. Up
t0 $30,000 in honoraria will be awarded
to facilitate the development of the
best ideas into formal plans. For de-
tails, write the institute at 813 SW
Alder, Suite 707, Portland, OR 97205.

In December, Dumont Institute
(Dumont, NJ) president Robert McGee
traveled to Latvia to deliver several
lectures at the University of Latvia, to
meet with members of the Latvian Par-
liament, and visit with leaders at the
Latvian Institute of Economics. McGee
found tremendous interest in his re-

Executive director Kris Mauren and president Father Robert Sirico of Acton visiting with

the Atlas staff. From left to right: Kris Mauren, Carl Helstrom, Father Sirico, Alejandro
Chafuen, Jo Kwong, Ricardo Ghersi, and Leonard Liggio (Institute for Humane Studies).

search on the tax problems of emerg-
ing democracies and has been invited
to return to lecture further on the topic.

Ethan Allen Institute (Montpe-
lier, VT) brought nationally-known
health-care expert Donald Devine to
meet with Vermont legislators. Devine
was also the featured speaker at EAI’s
first institute dinner in January.

Donald Devine’s January schedule
also included participation at the Na-
tional Town Hall Meeting on Health
Care sponsored by the Evergreen
Freedom Foundation (Olympia,
WA). The program featured discus-
sions of federal and state health care
plans and free-market alternatives. The
foundation’s market alternatives to
other policy issues are broadcast daily
on the KVI radio show, “Government
Waste Update.”

Margaret Thatcher was the special
guest at The Fraser Institute’s 20th
anniversary celebration luncheon last
November. During her introductory
remarks, Baroness Thatcher high-
lighted the role of The Fraser Institute
and the Institute of Economic Affairs
(London) in influencing public policy.
Atlas president Alejandro Chafuen, a
Fraser trustee, attended the event and
extends congratulations to R.J.
Addington, O.B.E., Sir Alan Walters,
Patrick Boyle, and the entire Fraser
staff for organizing an outstanding
event and for two decades of service to
the free society.

Hong Kong Economic Research

Centre, in conjunction with the School
of Economics and Finance at the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong, sponsored two
lectures by 1976 Nobel Laureate Milton
Friedman. Friedman spoke about the
opportunities for a second industrial
revolutionin light of technological and
political advances (for example, the
fall of the Berlin Wall) in recent de-
cades. Inhis second lecture, Friedman
addressed questions about economic
progress, democracy, and social jus-
tice.

The Institute of Economic Af-
fairs (London) formally launched the
IEA Environment Unit. Through

conferences, seminars, publications
and related means, the IEA Environ-
ment Unit seeks to apply the principles

Charles Mensah, general director of IEA-
Ghana(Accra, Ghana) displays the newest
contribution from Atlas: an inkjet printer,
adot-matrixprinter, software, and assorted
accessories.
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of public choice, law and economics,

and the theory of market process to
develop new approaches to environ-
mental problems. Atlas’s Jo Kwong
serves on the Advisory Council, along
with other academics, scientists, in-
dustrialists, and policy analysts, to as-
sist the IEA Environment Unit in its
work.

Thanksto a grant from the Friedrich
Naumann Stiftung (Konigswinter,
Germany), the IEA-Ghana (Accra)
now has a new collection of books and
videos for its library. With logistical
support from Atlas, hundreds of vol-
umes were shipped to Ghana in De-
cember 1993. To bolster its educa-
tional efforts, IEA-Ghanaalsoreceived
computer equipment and accessories
from Atlas.

Independence Institute (Golden,
CO) joined the growing list of insti-
tutes that offer daily and weekly radio
commentaries. Independence’s “Inde-
pendent Thought” reaches folks in the
north Central Colorado region each
day with public policy messages from
afree market, limited government per-
spective. The 90-second radio spots
are delivered by senior fellows and
colleagues of the institute.

Instituto Libertad y Democracia
(Lima, Peru) reports thatan Atlas grant
to the institute has resulted in exciting
property rights advancements in Peru.
The ILD found that over 200 adminis-
trative steps are necessary for people
to claim state-owned plots of aban-
doned land. The process, which typi-
cally takes more than four years, was
the impetus for the growing “informal
sector” (i.e.-gray market) in the coun-
try. With this knowledge, ILD de-
voted itself to drafting legislation to
simplify the property formalization
process. Through its extensive re-
search and pilot project, ILD set anew
world record: it titled and registered
150,000 properties in just three and a
half years. For more information, con-
tact ILD at: Av. Benavides 881, Lima
18-Peru.

Instituto Liberal do Sac Paulo
hosted a seminar entitled “Vices and
Virtues of the Constitution” in No-
vember at its headquarters in Sao Paulo.

The featured speaker was Ney Prado, a
political scientist and constitutional
expert.

With a grant from Atlas, James
Madison Institute’s research advisor,
Dr. James Gwartney, delivered a lec-
ture entitled “Market Competition and
Business Ethics” at an ethics confer-
ence in Poland. The conference, held
in Warsaw early this year, was spon-
sored by the Institute for Private Enter-
prise and Democracy.

Landmark Legal Foundation
(Kansas City, MO) filed two important
new lawsuits this fall. One challenges
the retroactive estate and gift tax pro-
visions in President Clinton’s tax bill.
The other challenges the exclusion of
religious schools in the original Mil-
waukee School Choice Program, where
low-income parents can use state funds
to pay tuition in private schools. The
foundation has also resolved several
lawsuits, including a case in St. Louis
where Landmark represented public
housing residents in their fight to be
elected to the housing authority com-
mission. For more information, write
1006 Grand Avenue, 8th floor, Kansas
City, MO 64106.

John Locke Foundation hosted a
reception in December featuring Jack
Kemp, former U.S. Representative
from New York and former Secretary
ofthe U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development. Kemp presented
his “Vision for the Future” to an audi-
ence of nearly 600 people.

Alexandru Tasnadi and Daniel
Stancu of the Liberty Institute
(Bucharest, Romania) visited several
Romanian cities to lecture about the

Atlas president
Alejandro Chafuen
with Margaret
Thatcher and David
H. Race, Chairman of
CAE Inc. (center), at
The Fraser Institute.
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country’s current economniic problems.
The seminars, attended by NGO repre-
sentatives, journalists, professors, la-
bor union representatives, politicians,
and others are designed to encourage
citizen participation in the develop-
ment of democratic and free-market
institutions in Romania.

Pacific Research Institute (San
Francisco, CA) honored the 1993 win-
ners of its Second Annual Efficiency
in Government Competition at a din-
nerinJanuary 1994. Featured speaker,
The Honorable Bret Schundler, Mayor
of Jersey City, shared his views on
“reinventing government.” The twelve
proposals developed in PRI’s First
Annual Efficiency in Government
Competition are estimated to save tax-
payers more than $1 billion a year if
impiemented. The proposals are under
consideration by the Wilson adminis-
tration and the California state legisla-
ture.

Pioneer Institute (Boston, MA)
reports exciting progress from its sec-
ond Better Government Competition.
The Massachusetts Water Resources
Authority and its Advisory Board have
agreed to test fully an alternative tech-
nology for water treatment. The plan,
proposed by contest winner Professor
Don Harleman, could save every Mas-
sachusetts taxpayer between $175 and
$300. Chairman Lovett C. Peters says,
“Pioneer’s Better Government Com-
petitions have already saved the Com-
monwealth over $25 million. These
competitions costus less than $150,000
per contest to run and are a win/win
situation. No wonder they are being
copied around the world.”













