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Distinguished Scholar Leonard Liggio Joins Atlas Staff

Leonard Liggio has been appointed
executive vice president of the Atlas
Economic Research Foundation. With
more than thirty years of experience
among organizations that encourage
market-oriented scholarship, Dr.
Liggio is an internationally renowned
intellectual leader, admired by many
for his contributions, enthusiasm, and
commitment.

Dr. Liggio will be responsible for
enhancing programs and funding op-
portunities for Atlas. He will lead
Atlas’s new efforts to strengthen the
“human capital” of independent public
policy research institutes.

Dr. Liggio was a vice president of
the Cato Institute (Washington, DC) in
the mid-70s, before joining the Insti-
tute for Humane Studies (Fairfax, VA)
where he served as editor of Literature
of Liberty, vice president for academic
programs, executive vice president,

president, and, since 1989, distin-
guished senior scholar. His work with
classical liberal professors and students
for IHS will continue on a part-time
basis.

Dr. Liggiois currently president of
the Philadelphia Society, chairman of
the Advisory Council of The Heritage
Foundation’s Salvatori Center for Aca-
demic Leadership, a member of The
Mont Pelerin Society, and a research
professor for George Mason
University’s Department of History and
School of Law.

According to Atlas president
Alejandro Chafuen, “Leonard’s hard
work and generosity have made him
one of the most respected figures in the
international movement for liberty in
this century. He is perhaps the person
best-suited to strengthen Atlas’s posi-
tion as a promoter of independent think
tanks as the foremost providers of cre-

ative thinking about public policy prob-
lems today.”

Leonard Liggio, Atlas’s Executive Vice
President

Atlas Hosts Economist from the Slovak Republic

Eva Cimprichova with Jo Kwong of Atlas

In March, Covenant College Pro-
fessor Calvin Beisner called with news
of a bright, young economist from the
Slovak Republic. Eva Cimprichova, a
participant in the college’s Executive
Education Program in Lookout Moun-
tain, Georgia, was fascinated and con-
fused by his lectures about Adam Smith
and the Wealth of Nations. As Eva
followed Beisner to his office, he pulled
the book off his shelves to share a few
key passages. Eva was taken com-
pletely by surprise. How could that
volume be the Wealth of Nations when
the “translation” she had read was
merely a small pamphlet?

(continued on page 6)
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Atlas Participates in Venezuelan
Ecological Program

Students in Caracas, Venezuela,
heard lectures on free-market environ-
mentalism this spring, thanks to the
efforts of Atlas board member Rene
Scull. Atlas president Alejandro
Chafuen and environmental research
associate Jo Kwong participated in Dia
del Ambiente, an ecological program
sponsored by the Fundacion Ecologica
Pampero and the Catholic University
Andres Bello.

Chafuen and Kwong pitched the
free-market message to the audience,
stimulating challenging questions and
rebuttals. Many of the participants had
never considered applying property
rights and market processes to prob-
lems and issues in environmental re-

source allocation.

The free-market
message was also
broughttothe attention
of local citizens when
El Diario de Caracas,
a leading newspaper
in the city, published
an interview with
Chafuen and Kwong,
with the headline:
“Representatives of
the USA Propose to
Privatize the World.”

While in Caracas, Chafuen and
Kwong also had the opportunity to
meet with Peruvian author Mario
Vargas Llosa, leaders of the pro-mar-

ket public policy institute CEDICE,
and other key businessmen and opin-
ion leaders.

Argentine Leaders Visit Atlas Headquarters

Argentine free-marketreforms have
mostly been carried out at the national
level. Provincial governments, on the
other hand, which regulate many of the
country’s companies, have done very
little to stem the reach of their bureau-
cracies. Toencourage positive reforms
in these areas, in February, Atlas orga-
nized and sponsored a seminar on eco-
nomic reform in collaboration with
Fundacion Libertad (Rosario, Argen-
tina) and Fundacion Alberdi (Mendoza,

Argentina).

Approximately twenty state legis-
lators from three important Argentine
provinces attended the one day event
at Atlas in February.

Speakers and topics for the event
included John O’Leary of the Reason
Foundation’s Local Government Cen-
ter on “Necessary Ingredients for a
Successful Privatization”; Dr. Jo
Kwong, Atlas Economic Research

Foundation, on “Protection of Natu-
ral Resources and Market Forces”; Mr.
Gabriel Roth, private consultant, on
“Privatization in Transportation and
Communication”; Dr. Charles Rowley,
John Locke Institute (Fairfax, VA),
on “Political Pressures and Economic
Reform”; and Dr. Ed Hudgins, Joint
Economic Committee, US Congress,
on “The Current Economic Battle in
the USA.”

Left: Carlos Bermudez, President of the Congress (Province of Santa Fe),
with Atlas President Alejandro Chafuen

Right: Juan Laborda Ibarra, state Congressman for the Liberal Democratic
Party (Province of San Luis) and Daniel Pereyra, executive director of

Fundacion Alberdi (Province of Mendoza)
















