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Atlas Hosts 25th International Workshop in Philadelphia 
The Winter 1995 issue of High- 

lights asked "What can Institutes Con- 
tribute?" to family policy. Atlas's 25th 
International Workshop in Philadelphia 
focused on this theme, bringing policy 
professionals together to exchange ideas 
about the roles, contributions, and insti- 
tute programs. 

Representatives from more than 45 
institutes in Canada, Chile, Colombia, 
the Czech Republic, Ecuador, England, 
France, Ghana, Ireland, Mexico, Spain, 
Turkey, and the United States, attended 

j ' the meetings. New participants included 
Patrick Addey and David Andoh (IEA- 

Ghana, Accra, Ghana), Brian Baugus 
(Free State Institute, Easton, MD), 
Bruce Chapman (Discovery Institute, 
Seattle, WA), Gabriel Elorriaga and 
Alfredo Timermans (Instituto de 
Ecologia y Mercado, Madrid, Spain), 
German Ramirez Garcia (CESA, 
Bogota, Colombia), Samson Kimenyi 
(African Research Center for Public 
Policy and Market Processes, Kenya), 
Patricia Morgan (Institute of Econom- 
ics Affairs, London), Douglas Munro 
(Calvert Institute, Baltimore, MD), 
Harry Olson (Commonwealth Founda- 
tion of PA, Harrisburg, PA), Gary 
Palmer (Alabama Family Alliance, 
Birmingham, AL), and Aluhonse Vinh - . , .  

(Commonwealth Foundation of VA, 
Fairfax, VA). 

Taking a slightly different twist 
from traditional family conferences, the 
Atlas program considered the role of 
business people and the business world 
in affecting policies relating to the fam- 
ily. In the opening keynote speech, 
Lovett C. "Pete" Peters. the founder of 

Brian Crowley and Douglas Munro at the Liberty 
Bell in Philadelphia 

What 60 years in Business Have Taught 
Me." Drawing from his personal and 
professional experiences, he provided 
insights on the role of personal virtue in 
society. 

Fifty years of government policies 
have taken their toll on the American 
family, according to lancheon speaker 

Atlas President Alejandro Chafuen (lev and the Pioneer Institute in Boston, pre- ~ l a n  Carlson (~ockford institute, 
"Pete" Peters delivering keynote address sented "Virtue, Markets and Liberty: (continued on page 3) 

Triple Dubs, Surfing, Clickstreams, and Cobweb Sites 

Translations: Atlas now offers "Economic infor- 
Triple Dub-An abbreviated way to say mation Services" for the independent 
"WWW public policy research institutes it sup- 

ports. Charlie Evans, Atlas's new direc- 
Clickstreams-The paths a user takes as 

tor of EIS, is available to assist in 
he or she navigates cyberspace 

understanding and using electronic 
Cobweb Sites-A WWW site that has- information technology. He is able to 
n't been updated for a long time. A dead help institutes navigate the cyberspace, 
Web page. (continued on page 2) 



Public Policy Institutes Offer Leadership to State and Local {a 
Governments 

Pro-market public policy institutes 
are offering creative ideas and leader- 
ship to help streamline and improve 
government delivery of services. New 
resources, from new budget proposals, 
to indexes of state data, are widely avail- 
able to state and local officials, opinion 
leaders, policy analysts and others inter- 
ested in governmental reform. 

The Evergreen Freedom Founda- 
tion (Olympia, WA) combined a bit of 
humor with some hard-hitting ideas in 
its analysis of the Washington State bud- 
get. The Washington State Budget ... A 
Herd of Sacred Cows, offers a menu of 
options to downsize government. "We 
have developed recommendations with 
the greatest amount of responsibility and 
flexibility possible looking at short and 
long term goals," writes president Bob 
Williams. Drawing from successful 
options implemented in other states, as 
well as offering new suggestions, EFF 
also educates its readers about the bud- 
get process. 

The John Locke Foundation 
(Raleigh, NC) published a plan for state 

fiscal responsibility. Cha~zging Course: 
A Plan for Fiscal Responsibility and 
Future Prosperity in North Carolina, an 
alternative budget for North Carolina 
was released in March. The institute 
plans to publish updates as well as 
another paper at the end of the 1995 leg- 
islative session to analyze the work of 
the General Assembly in reducing the 
size and scope of state government. 

Fixing the Roads: A Blueprint for 
Michigan Transportation Infrastructure 
Policy, published by Mackinac Center 
for Public Policy (Midland, MI), argues 
that the state's policymakers must "fun- 
damentally reinvent the planning, fund- 
ing, construction and maintenance pro- 
cedures," and offers suggestions for 
funding the needed changes. 

National Center for Policy Analy- 
sis's (Dallas, TX) Tax Brie$ng Book 
provides basic information and analysis 
for policy professionals and members of 
Congress. The publication includes a 
lesson on the economics of capital and 
its implications for public policy. It also 
examines ten common myths about cap- 

ital and taxes that typically lead to bad 
public policies. 

Reclaiming the Legacy, published 
by the South Carolina Policy Council, 
offers a "plan of action to reverse the 
growth of state government and con- 
sumption of our wealth, based on South 
Carolina's traditional values of personal 
responsibility, limited government and 
free enterprise." The collection of essays 
on vital issues facing the state includes 
an examination of government effi- 
ciency, education, welfare, crime, eco- 
nomic growth, and health care. 

With continued interest in family 
and cultural values, Mississippi policy 
analysts may find The Mississippi Index 
of Leading Cultural Indicators useful. 
Mississippi Family Council's publica- 
tion offers a "concise display of social 
changes in Mississippi over the past 30 
years." Patterned after William Ben- 
nett's national study of the same name, 
the index examines crime, family struc- 
ture, health, education, welfare, and 
poverty as measures of social health to 
evaluate the state's cultural direction. 

(Triple Dubs continued from page 1)  Atlas family, create and install a "home- problems that Evans can assist with, 
avoid cobweb sites, design triple dub page" enabling those with WWW access please call him at Atlas. He has a back- 
pages, and otherwise enhance communi- to benefit from these activities, and con- ground in education and is accustomed 
cation and research skills. sult with Atlas colleagues to determine to presenting technical information to 

Evans joined Atlas in late April. His other information and technical priorities. those with little familiarity with elec- 
skills include familiarity with comrnuni- If you have questions, projects, or tronic information. 
cation and research resources of the 
Internet. In upcoming months, Evans 
will locate Internet resources relevant to 
the Atlas mission, identify niches where 
relevant resources are absent, coordinate 
these activities with institutes in the 

Charlie Evans 



(Workshop continued from page 1) 
Rockford, IL). From the welfare system 
to the failure to maintain the value of the 
income tax deduction for children, the 
family has been under assault. Marriage 
and motherhood have been diminished 
by government policies leading to 
increasing illegitimacy and the rise in 
the number of working moms. 

At the afternoon sessions on "Fam- 
ily, Progress, and Civility," Margaret 
Conditt, a staff scientist for Procter & 
Gamble, shared her concerns about envi- 
ronmental education. The emphasis on 
doom and gloom is creating a generation 
of "ECO-kids" or "~oomsday kids" who 
feel overwhelmed and helpless in creat- 
ing solutions to environmental prob- 
lems. Conditt described how private 
industry, especially research and devel- 
opment departments, can work coopera- 
tively with institutes. 

Gary Palmer described ways in 
which the Alabama Family Alliance 
and other institutes have benefitted from 
the wealth of scientific knowledge avail- - 

(' able at Procter & Gamble. He further /mad Ahmad (M~naret of Freedom Institute. 
reflected on the institute's work in edu- Bethesda, MD) and Ian VaSquez v a t 0  Institute, 

cation, economic policy, and a wide Washington, DC) 

G a y  Palmer (Alabama Family Alliance), Margaret Conditf (Procter & Gamble, Cincinnati, OH), and 
Digby Anderson (Social Affairs Unit, London) 

range of other areas, noting that "All 
policy is family policy." His perspective, 
summed up by Atlas adjunct fellow 
Deroy Murdock, "combines the moral 
concerns of a Christian with the hands- 
off, economic-oriented sensibilities of a 
libertarian." 

Patricia Morgan discussed the 
implications of her book, Farewell to the 
Family? Public Policy and Fainily 
Breakdown in Britain and the USA, a 
new publication from the Institute of 

Economic Affairs' Health and Welfare 
Unit. With tremendous detail, Morgan's 
book describes how governmental poli- 
cies undermine the family. She focuses 
on the breakdown of the family and the 
policies which inhibit the formation of 
families as well. She further emphasizes 
how family policy is essentially 
designed around the motherlstate unit, at 
the expense of the two-parentlchild tra- 
ditional family. 

Further dismantling the "statelfam- 

From left to right: Atlas 
fellows Mario Jaramillo 
(Bogota, Colombia) and 
Patrick Addey (Accra, 
Ghana) with German 
Ramirez Garcia (CESA, 
Bogota, Colombia) 

ily" complex, Conna Craig described 
how the Institute for Children (Boston, 
MA) is battling government-run foster 
care. Shattering myths about foster care 
and adoption, Craig reveals that "no 
child is unadoptable. For every bi-racial 
child and every child with AIDS, 
Down's syndrome, or any number of 
disabilities, there are loving parents lin- 
ing up to adopt." Yet, government agen- 
cies stand in the way. Craig shared the - 
institute's vision of adoption as the ulti- 
mate form of privatization. 

The following evening, former Ital- 
ian foreign minister Dr. Antonio Martino 
presented a thoughtful and entertaining 
address, "From the Rule of Lire to the 
Rule of Law" in which he described the 
changes Italy is experiencing as it transi- 
tions towards a government with a 
stronger reliance on democratic princi- 
ples. 

The last sessions of the program 
focused on the management of nonprofit 
organizations. Gipsie B. Ranney, co- 
author of Beyond Total Quality Manage- 
ment, The Emerging Paradigm, Dan 
Peters (Procter & Gamble and trustee of 
the Buckeye Center in Dayton, OH), 
Charles Hamilton (Market Projects, 
Wilton, CT), George Pearson (Atlas 
Trustee), and Jerry Ellig (Center for 
Market Processes, Fairfax, VA) pre- 
sented alternative ideas about budgets, 
fund raising, the role of trustees, and 
other aspects of successful organization 
management. 

Future Atlas workshops include a 
program in southern Florida on January 
12-14, 1996, prior to the Mont Pelerin 
Society Regional meetings in Cancun, 
Mexico. 








