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Atlas 28th International Workshop in Istanbul

The ancient city of Istanbul played
host to Atlas's 28th International

Workshop from September 15 -17, 1996. .

With fabulous input and assistance from

- co-sponsors, Association for Liberal

Thinking (Ankara, Turkey) and
Friedrich Naumann Foundation
(Konigswinter, Germany), the program
provided a cultural blend of participants
and ideas.

As with other international
workshops, local participation held the
key to exploring and advancing new
ideas. Our Turkish hosts attracted a

~diverse range of influential opinion

,;;:aders from the Istanbul environs,

~ including professors, business leaders,

public officials, and public policy
analysts.

The historic city offered a venue
for fostering professional friendships and
exchanges. As the program formally
opened with dinner on Sunday evening,
the afternoon before provided ample

opportunity for introductions as

participants settled in at the Armada
Hotel, walked the streets of the Old City,
or visited the world famous Blue
Mosque, St. Sophia Church, and Topkapi
Palace.

At the dinner program, Atlas
president Alejandro Chafuen, Ciineyt
Ulsever (Association for Liberal
Thinking), and Wilhelm Humman
(Friedrich Naumann Foundation, Turkey)
welcomed the participants and
encouraged them to explore new links
between the cultures and areas of mutual
concern, expertise, and focus.

The first session on Monday

...opened under the chairmanship of Vural
_ fuat Savas, a professor at Marmara

University who studied public choice
economics with Nobel Laureate James
Buchanan. Political philosopher Hardy

Bouillon (Universitat Trier, Germany)
and political scientist Eser Karakas
(Istanbul University, Turkey) addressed
issues of “theory and economic policy.”
Dan Peters, a trustee of The
Buckeye Institute (Dayton, OH) and
manager of the Environmental &
Regulatory Public Policy section at
Procter & Gamble, explored the
relationship between business and think
tanks. Peters pushed beyond the
traditional funding role of corporations
and offered an alternative model for
public policy think tank and business
cooperation. Think tanks are vital for
their ability to communicate new ideas to
the public; businesses are instrumental in
generating, analyzing, and storing new
information. Together, the roles can be
mutually reinforcing in advancing and
influencing new public policy ideas.
Peters received many accolades and
kudos for his outstanding presentation.
Other
presentations
included: Dr.
S. Fred Singer
(Science &
Environmental
Policy Project,
Fairfax, VA) on
barriers to
production via
energy policy;
Osman Okyar
(Association
for Liberal
Thinking,
Ankara) on
economic
freedom in
Turkey;
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Turkey), Imad Ahmad (Minaret of
Freedom, Bethesda, MD) and Antony
Sullivan (Earhart Foundation, Ann Arbor,
M]) on “Islam and a Free Society;”
Judge Ricardo Rojas (Argentina) and
Serdar Aktan (Turkish-Arabic Bank,
Turkey) on “Law and Economics;”
Burhan Ghalioun (Paris, France) and
Hiiseyin Sak (The Office of the Prime
Minister, Turkey) on “Religion and
Market Economy;” and Detmar Doering
(Friedrich Naumann Foundation and
Liberales Institute, Germany), Orphan
Morgil (Chamber of Trade and
Commerce, Turkey) and C.G. Holmes
(Procter & Gamble - Europe) on
“Business, Policy and Ideas.”

In his luncheon address,
“Regulation: The New Dirigisme,”
Deepak Lal (University of California,
Los Angeles, CA) declared that “the
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Burhan Ghalioun (Paris), Kazim Berzeg (Association for Liberal
Thinking board member), Gézde Ergézen (Association for Liberal
Thinking, Turkey), Leonard Liggio (Atlas, USA), Melih Yiiriisen
(ALT board member), Deepak Lal (University of California, Los
Angeles), and Antony Sullivan (Earhart Foundation, USA)

Left: At St. Sophia Church - Pedro Isern
Munne (Argentina), Carol Coulter (Atlas,
USA), Ricardo Rojas (Argentina), Algjandro
Chafuen (Atlas, USA), John Goodman
(National Center for Policy Analysis, USA),
and Jo Kwong (Atlas, USA)
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intellectual battle is being won.” He
offered a model of liberalism from a
historical perspective which traces the
rise and fall of the state: as the state
exerts greater control, people find ways
to escape. As states scramble to reverse
the situation (for example, by printing
more money), they eventually reach
crisis levels and begin to liberalize.

Hardy Bouillon (Universitat Trier, Germany), Vufa/ Fuat Savas
(Marmara University, Turkey), and Eser Karakas (Istanbul
University)

Wilhelm Humman (Friedrich Naumann Foundation, Turkey)

Most governments now realize, says Lal,
they can restore their tax bases by
liberalizing.

John Goodman (National Center
for Policy Analyzsis, Dallas, TX)
presented the dinner address on “The
North American Political Economic
Scene.” He discussed the presidential
race, welfare reform, and other issues
related to the upcoming elections.

The Institute Reports session, a
consistent feature of each Atlas
workshop, offers the opportunity for
participants to learn of new institute
programs, ideas, and establishments,
Zef Preci (Albanian Center for
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Byeong-Ho Gong (Korea Economic Research Institute, Seou)
















