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The international conference,
“Toward Free Trade in the Americas:
The Legal and Regulatory Barriers,”
examined ways to enhance free trade in
the American hemisphere. Co-hosted by
the Instituto Liberal de Minas Gerais
(Belo Horizonte, Brazil) and Atlas
Economic Research Foundation, the
day-long conference attracted 75
representatives from 53 organizations to
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, May 12-

13, 1997.
The keynote address by Deepak

ial the James Coleman Professor at the

University of California-Los Angeles,
set the tone for spirited discussions
about alternative prospects for freer
trade. The first session, “International
and National Challenges to Judicial
Security,” included presentations by
Judge Ricardo Rojas of Argentina and
Augusto Machado of the Federation of
Industries-Minas Gerais. The panel on
“Private Property and Intellectual
Property Rights” featured papers by

(left to right): Sergio Levy (Instituto Liberal - PR), Fernando
Fontana (Centro Paranaense de Estudos Politicos e Sociais,
Brazil), and Carol Coulter Davis (Atlas)

Armando Ribas of Fundacion
Republica (Buenos Aires) and Brazil’s
Carlos Henrique Froes with
commentaries by Roque Albuja of
Ecuador and Owen Lippert from The
Fraser Institute (Vancouver, BC).
The program speakers argued that
expanded investment and economic
development will not occur in Latin
America without a stronger legal
framework of property rights,
including protection of intellectual
property rights in Argentina and
Ecuador.

The Wall Street Journal 5 Mary
O’Grady and Atlas adjunct fellow
Deroy Murdock led the afternoon
session with an assessment of the
roles played by the media and think
tanks in public policy debates. A
panel composed of Charles Rowley
(The Locke Institute, Fairfax,
Virginia), Roberto Fendt (Instituto
Liberal, Rio de Janeiro) and Atlas
adjunct fellow Wesley Smith

discussed “Free Trade and Regulations.”
The conference closed with a

debate on “Current Achievements in

Regional Integration and Mercosur,”

(Continued on page 7)
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(left to right): Eugenio Guzman (Libertad y Desarrolio, Chile),
Mary O’Grady (Wall Street Journal, NY), Odemiro Fonseca

(Instituto Liberal - Rio), and Deroy Murdock (Atlas)
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In June seven hundred fifty
friends and supporters attended the
1997 annual dinner of the Acton
Institute for the Study of Religion
and Liberty (Grand Rapids, MI).
Antonin Scalia, Associate Justice of the
US Supreme Court, delivered the
keynote address “On Interpreting the
Constitution” in which he discussed the
uniqueness of the United States
Constitution as an enduring standard by
which laws can be evaluated as just or
unjust. Video and audio tapes of the
program are available for purchase
from the institute.

Achieving Labour’s Aims, the
newest project of The Adam Smith
Institute (London), seeks to identify
sound policy objectives of the new
government and help build practicable
and economically sound ways to
achieve them. The program features
seminars on subjects such as taxation,
transport, education, and the
environment. The first seminar, held in
July, focused on welfare reform.

Danielle Smith, director of
Canadian Property Rights Research
Institute (Alberta, Canada), visited
Atlas in July to learn more about
creating public policy think tanks. The
newly-established CanPRRI is devoted
to teaching Canadians about the

_importance of property rights. Smith
also visited with the Center for

. Market Processes and the Institute
for Humane Studies, both in Fairfax,
VA.

Cascade Policy Institute
(Portland, OR) welcomes its new
environmental policy director, John
Charles. Charles, former executive
director of the Oregon Environmental
Council, directs the institute’s
environmental policy program and is
developing the Oregon Growth PLAN
(People, Land, and Nature). The PLAN
will advance new ideas for growth
management that rely on markets,
property rights, and decentralized
decision-making.

The Oregonian newspaper
featured a full-page article, “Public
Services, Private Enterprise,” which
detailed a number of privatization
efforts in Oregon, around the nation,

INSTITUTE NEWS

and the world. It prominently featured
Cascade’s programs throughout the
page.

Another newly-established
Canadian institute, Frontier Centre
for Public Policy (Manitoba, Canada),
offers another voice “to popularize
common sense, solutions-oriented
approaches to Canada’s social and
economic challenges.” The institute
aims to become a leading research and
education resource to forge a model
for a more focused and effective
government. Its two-part research
program 1) examines the business
model in which governments separate
funding from provision of services and
directly fund consumers of public
services in place of service producers
in government, and 2) develops guides
to benchmarking
performance in the
public sector. Current
products include a
weekly fax and e-mail
commentary on the
topic of smarter,
smaller, more effective
government; a
quarterly newsletter
which analyzes policy
issues from the smaller
government
perspective; and books

IEA general director, John Blundell,
(seated) and summer siaffers Andrew
Farrant (left) and Miles Blundell prepare
48 boxes of free-market books for

shipment to Cuba.

and monographs on

these issues.
Goldwater

Institute (Phoenix,

Frontier Centre staff (left to right): Jean Dutoit, director
of development; Rod Clifton, Hymie Rubenstein, and David
Henderson from the academic advisory board; Peter Holle,
president; and Merle Faminow, academic advisory board

AZ)received a grant

from the Reason Foundation (Los
Angeles, CA) to study the Phoenix
model of competitive bidding for waste
collection services. In August, the
institute hosted Robert Poole, Reason’s
founder and president, at a press
briefing to answer the question “How
can Phoenix avoid becoming another
Los Angeles?” Poole offered a
prescription for the mass transit
dilemma which included express toll
lanes, more highways and private
jitneys, stressing that rail is the least
economical means of public
transportation. In September, the
institute hosted a policy briefing on
electric utility deregulation.

The Institute of Economic
Affairs (London) packed and shipped

its single biggest order for free-market

books. With Atlas assistance, 2,874
books were sent to the Ministry of

Economy and Planning in Havana, Cuba.

Instituto Ecuatoriano de
Economia Politica (Guayaquil,
Ecuador) held a workshop in August

entitled, “Limits to governmental power:

Constitutional Reforms.” Sixty
participants heard talks on issues
including political power versus
individual liberty, the government
provision of services, and state
monopoly power in the issuance of

(Continued on page 5)
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Acton Institute for the Study of
Religion and Liberty’s (Grand Rapids,
MI) president Rev. Robert A. Sirico’s
column “The Religious Left with Its
Mask Off” appeared in the July 7 issue
of Forbes. The institute also released its
new book, Where Garden Meets
Wilderness: Evangelical Entry info the
Environmental Debate by E. Calvin
Beisner. Beisner examines the issues at
stake in current environmental debates
by detailing the history of the
evangelical environmentalist movement
and exploring both its weaknesses and
its strengths.

The first two issues of Calvert
Issue Briefs, published by the Calvert
Institute for Policy Research
(Baltimore, MD) examine the potential
for school choice to reverse urban
decline. Reforming the Schools to
Save the City analyzes the thesis that
the various proffered remedies for
urban decline -- new police, new green
space, new tax cuts -- will not save the
city unless the schools are saved. The
middle and working classes will
continue to leave the cities unless they
are given access to good schools. The
school choice alternative is considered
in Part 1 of the report, Toward a New
Common School for Baltimore and
Part 2, Survey Shows School Choice
Would Prevent Middle-Class Flight
from Baltimore. The third brief in the
'series, The Dissent: How the
Townsend Report Fails to Address the
Roots of Juvenile Crime and What do
Do About It, argues that no serious
improvement can come about in the
juvenile-crime situation unti] the state’s
staggering rate of illegitimacy is
addressed.

The Centre for Independent
Studies (St. Leonards, Australia)
provides a comprehensive overview of
international research and debates
about the welfare state in Reforming
New Zealand Welfare: International
Perspectives. Its recommendations for
New Zealand include financing

instead of state-funded pensions.
Other 1997 publications from

CIS include Democracy and the

Welfare State by London School of

NEW PURLICATIONS

Economics professor Kenneth
Minogue; Reforming Central Banking
by Standard & Poor’s economist
Stephen Kirchner; and Taking
Education Seriously: A Reform
Program for Australia’s Schools by
Ken Gannicott, a professor of
education at the University of
Wollongong in Australia. Lead stories
in recent issues of Policy, CIS’s journal
of public policy and ideas, featured a
review of the Mont Pelerin Society by
its executive director, Greg Lindsay,
and an excerpt from Gannicott’s book
which offers charter schools as “a new
paradigm of public education.”

The Commonwealth
Foundation (Harrisburg, PA) published
“Innovative Management Ideas for
Government, State Liquor Stores, and
Pennsylvania Highways,” an edited
version of remarks from the
foundation’s October 1996 conference
on privatization. The foundation also
published “An Overview of The
Commonwealth Foundation’s Analysis

.of Pennsylvania’s General Fund Budget:

Choosing Lower Taxes.”

The Edmund Burke Institute
(Dublin) published the first edition of
its journal, Reflections. Articles
included “Learning the Wrong Lessons:
Governments, Hunger and the Great
Irish Famine,” “New Payments
Technology and its Potential
Implications for the Re-emergence of
Laissez-Faire in Banking,” “Third-Party
Childcare: Liberation or Entrapment?”
and “The European Democratic Deficit?
The Strange Case of Integration by
Stealth.”

Goldwater Institute’s (Phoenix,
AZ) Perspective on Public Policy
series recently included “Purple Logic:
Fate of ‘Purple People Movers’ is bad
omen for public transit,” “Can Infill
Stop the City from Moving Out?”
“Politically Correct Transportation
Policy,” “Is Paying Higher Taxes for
Public Transit a Good Idea?” “Tuition
Tax Credits,” “Charter Schools Are a
Breath of Fresh Air,” “School Finance:
How to kill two birds with one stone,”
and “Hotwiring [electricity]
Deregulation.”

The July issue of HKCER Letters,
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published by the Hong Kong Centre
for Economic Research (Hong Kong),
examines Chinese foreign trade
following the GATT Treaty’s Uruguay
round of negotiations and proposed
changes to switch secondary school
language instruction from English to
Chinese.

The IEA Health and Welfare
Unit (London) published Alexis de
Tocqueville’s Memoir on Pauperism as
translated by Seymour Dresher. In the
introduction, Gertrude Himmelfarb,
one of the foremost historians on the
19th century, shows the relevance of de
Tocqueville’s insights for the modern
welfare debate, both in Britain and
America. '

Other Health and Welfare Unit
publications include: Does Prison
Work? which features an essay by
Charles Murray and critical responses
by three criminology experts; and Zero
Tolerance: Policing a Free Society,
which examines alternative
perspectives on crime management.

The Institute of Economic
Affairs - Ghana (Accra, Ghana)
published Democracy and Governance
in Africa: A Preliminary Status
Report, In Search of a Democratic
Political Culture in Ghana, and
Managing the High Social Demand
Jor University Education, a two-part
essay which examines how the state-
financed university system has failed
to keep pace with the rising demand for
higher education and the increasing
population of qualified applicants.

Instituto Ecuatoriano de
Economia Politica (Guayaquil,
Ecuador) published Derechos de
Propiedad: Requisito para la
innovacion y Desarrollo Economico
(Property Rights: Requirements for
Innovation and Economic
Development) which includes an article
on the ethics of property by Atlas
colleague, Armando Ribas.

Viewpoints on Public Issues
from the Mackinac Center for Public
Policy (Midland, MI) include “Herbert
Dow, the Monopoly Breaker,” which
examines the business strategies of
Dow Chemical Company’s founder;
(Continued on page 4)



















