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New Canadian Property Rights Research Institute 
Represents Grass Roots Interests 

Q 

Western Canada has a new public 
policy presence that is gaining 
nationwide recognition. The Canadian 
Property Rights Research Institute 
(Calgary, Alberta), barely a year old, is 
right on track in its mission to improve 
Canadians' understanding of the 
importance of property rights. It has 
charted a course of action which 
includes a two-fold set of programs in 
education and outreach, each structured 
to spread the message that the 
protection of property rights is the 

o l e c e s s a r y  cornerstone for sustainable 
development and economic prosperity. 

CanPRRI was founded by Alberta 
ranchers and farmers who faced property 
rights battles firsthand. Their interest in 
protecting access to the range, adopting 
common sense environmental policy and 
workable development controls is just 
the tip of the iceberg. These and other 
issues were explored at the first annual 
conference, "The Importance of Property 
Rights," held in March at Calgary's 
historic Palliser Hotel, which attracted 
many more participants than its 
organizers anticipated. 

Over one hundred farmers, stock 
growers, home owners, public policy 
analysts, and others concerned about 
the loss of rights in Canada, listened 
intently as speakers painted a complex 
portrait of the many aspects of rights. 
Beginning with "Why Property Rights 
are Important," they heard the 
philosophical underpinnings from both 
the American and the Canadian 

t- ,perspectives. Speakers addressed a 
9- ?wide range of real world situations 

including environmental conflicts, rent 
control battles, gun control, human 
rights, native land claims, and 

intellectual 
property rights. 
Concurrent break- 
out sessions 
offered the 
opportunity to 
examine more 
specific areas of 
interest. 

The program 
represented an 
ambitious 
undertaking for the 
institute's first 
event. Conference 
support from the 
Western Stock 
Growers' 
Association, 
Alberta Barley 

CanPRRl 3 Danielle Smith, with a list of program sponsors, at the 
institute's inaugural conference. 

 omm mission,-  arm Business 
Consultants Inc., and Atlas, 
indicate the broad-based, grass 
roots constituency of the institute. 
An upcoming publication featuring 
the papers from the conference 
speakers will soon be available. 

CanPRRI, under the direction 
of Danielle Smith (formerly of The 
Fraser Institute invancouver), 
pursues a program that integrates 
the philosophical, historical, legal, 
and economic foundations for the 
right to own property. In addition 
to the conference, it has formally 

Mike Walker (The Fraser Institute, Vancouver, 
BC) presents findings from Fraser's publication, 
The Economic Freedom of the World, at CanPRRl's 
March conference. 

launched its newsletter, The 
Property Rights Primer, and 
produced its first journal publication, chambers of commerce, business 
Endangered Species Protection: groups, and universities across Canada. 
Lessons Canada Should Learn from the For further information about 
US Endangered Species Act. Plans are CanPRRI's progress, visit its web page 
underway to disseminate the results of at <www.canprri.org>. 
this research through seminars for 



Acton Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Liberty (Grand Rapids, MI) 
launched its Center for Economic 
Personalism to provide a forum for free- 
market economists and Christian social 
thinkers to discuss the relationship 
between religion and economics. 
Programs include a new academic 
journal, The Journal of Markets & 
Morality, and a summer scholars 
research program. 

With a growing demand for its 
educational programs, Acton recently 
hired Kenneth L. Carozza to coordinate 
future expansion of its programs. 
Carozza is uniquely suited for the work 
ahead: he holds a bachelor's in 
economics, a master's in theology, and a 
doctorate from Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary. 

The "liveliest and best activities" 
of the Adam Smith Institute (London) 
are said to come from its 16-33 age 
group, The Next Generation. Recent 
speakers included the Hon. Bernard 
Jenkin M.P., who described how laws are 
being made by statutory instruments 
and orders laid before Parliament, and 
The Economist editor, Bill Emmott, who 
addressed the economics of the New 
Millennium. 

Keeping to a brisk speaking tour, 
Indianapolis Mayor Goldsmith brought 
his privatization message to the 
Allegheny Institute for Public Policy 
(Pittsburgh, PA) in March. Promoting 
his book, The 21st Century City, 
Goldsmith was the keynote luncheon 
speaker at the institute's conference on 
privatization. 

Allegheny Institute also featured 
Dr. Myron Lieberman, author of The 
Teacher Unions, at a June luncheon that 
was cosponsored with The Reach 
Foundation (Harrisburg, PA). Dr. 
Lieberman addressed the topic, "What 
to Do About Teacher Unions." 

The Cascade Policy Institute's 
(Portland, OR) 1998 Oregon Better 
Government Competition kicked off on 
March 1 with the largest honoraria ever 
offered -- $35,000 --to turn the best 
ideas for improving local government 
into formal plans. This year's program, 
entitled "Local Solutions: Main Street to 
County Seat," sought ideas for 

T U T I  NEW 
improving city, county, and regional 
government services in the state. 
Winning proposals, selected by a panel 
of judges, will be distributed throughout 
Oregon and the nation later in the year. 

Fifty institute members, friends, 
and guests attended Ethan Allen 
Institute's (Concord, VT) fifth annual 
Jefferson Day Dinner. The event 
featured keynote speaker Del. Paul 
Harris (VA House of Delegates), the 
first black Republican elected in Virginia 
since 189 1. Harris is an employment and 
labor lawyer in Charlottesville. 

The Goldwater Institute (Phoenix, 
AZ) announced the opening of its 
Center for Market-Based Education. 
The goal of the newly-created center is 
to explore market solutions for current 
educational problems. The center's first 
project is to provide charter school 
operators and parents with research and 
information -- a big task considering that 
the state has the nation's most 
progressive charter school law and over 
250 charter schools in operation. For up- 
to-the-minute updates, check out the 
institute's redesigned web site at 
<www.goldwaterinstitute.org>. 

Goldwater welcomed Cascade 
Institute's John Charles to speak about 
urban growth boundaries, one of the 
newest challenges facing urban areas. 
Charles speaks from experience -- 
Portland is hailed as the nation's 
"leader" in government growth 
management planning. While many 
people look to Portland as a positive 
model, Charles tells it like it is -- costly 
and misguided. 

Goldwater also announced plans 
to build new headquarters in downtown 
Phoenix. It is encouraging to see more 
and more of our colleagues, such as 
Goldwater, The Mackinac Center for 
Public Policy, and the South Carolina 
Policy Council, building or refurbishing 
distinguished offices to house their 
programs. 

The Institute for Health Freedom 
(Washington, DC) offers online access 
to its "Health Freedom of Choice Index." 
At <www.ihf-healthfreedom. org> you 
can enter information about your health 
plan in the institute's interactive quiz to 

see how much freedom you really have 
when it comes to choosing your health 
care. 

In February, the Kansas Public 
Policy Institute (Wichita, KS) hosted 
Jerry Ellig (Center for Market 
Processes, Fairfax, VA) to address the 
editorial board of the Wichita Eagle on 
the benefits of energy deregulation. 
Also that month, Ellig and Doug 
Houston (University of Kansas) spoke 
at a luncheon in Topeka for legislators, 
friends, and supporters of the institute. 

The National Center for Policy 
Analysis (Dallas, TX) recently 
contracted with economists at Texas 
A&M University to build an 
econometric model of elderly 
entitlements. NCPA president John 
Goodman reported that, "The project is 
already paying off. Senator Phil Grarnrn 
and project director Professor Tom 
Saving have used the model to formulate 
a proposal to privatize Medicare. Their 
proposals appear in the latest issue of 
the New England Journal of Medicine." 
A longer version of the proposal will 
soon be available from the NCPA. 

Touting a good education for 
children as the top item on his agenda, 
Texas Governor George W. Bush talked 
about school reform at the NCPA's first 
1998 Hatton W. Sumners Distinguished 
Lecture Series luncheon in March. 

Education is also the focus of a 
new effort to inject free-market ideas 
into the school choice debate. NCPA 
recently teamed with CEO America to 
create the program, "Educating 
America," which will employ radio, 
television, and syndicated newspaper 
columns, as well as a series of 
publications, to enhance understanding 
of educational choice. 

Pacific Research Institute for 
Public Policy (San Francisco, CA) held 
a press conference to introduce The 
1998 Index of Leading Environmental 
Indicators, which was copublished with 
The Fraser Institute (Vancouver, BC), 
in Washington DC, on April 16th. Later 
that evening, Pacific hosted a reception 
to celebrate the publication with f r i e n d s p  
and supporters of the institute. The -2 
annual index presents 
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The Acton Institute for the Study 
of Religion and Liberty (Grand Rapids,  MI) published Economic Personalism: 
A New Paradigm for a Humane 
Economy which introduces the guiding 
idea behind its Center for Economic 
Personalism as "a science of the 
morality of markets." 

In an effort to guide the county's 
upcoming decision on whether to adopt 
a home rule system with a single elected 
executive and county council, the 
Allegheny Institute for Public Policy 
(Pittsburgh, PA) published Chartering 
the Best Course for Home Rule in 
Allegheny County. The study surveyed 
officials in counties which made the 
move towards the home rule system and 
pointed out the advantages and 
drawbacks associated with the change. 
The report also established a "Taxpayer 
Bill of Rights" that it believes is 
essential to any new system of 
government. 

Allegheny also published 
"Electricity Deregulation Takes Shape in 

Tnnsylvania :  A Look at Two Important 
C C a s e s  ." The paper reviews the 

~ecember 1997 Public Utility 
Commission ruling in terms of cost 
savings, stranded cost arguments, and 
other issues pertaining to the 
development of a retail market for 
electricity in the state. 

The Atlantic Institute for Market 
Studies (Halifax, Nova Scotia) continues 
its study of the fishing industry in the 
March issue of The Independent. 
"Worse than the Weather: Capricious 
Fishery Policies Hold the Industry 
Back" examines the problems of 
government subsidization of the fishery. 
It also makes the unpopular point that 
"all Canadians must realize that only a 
limited number of people can make a 
living in the fishery. The time has 
passed for it to be the employer of last 
resort." Rather than seeking band-aid 
approaches to the fishery problems, 
AIMS suggests that they consider 
alternative investments that will spur 
individuals to "make more out of what 

\)we have, not just catch more." C The Buckeye Institute for Public 
Policy Solutions (Dayton, OH) provides 
data to counter arguments for spending 

more dollars for 
education. In its March 
1998 Policy Note, 
"School spending not 
related to student 
performance," Buckeye 
argues that "boosting 
school funding is 
unlikely to improve 
student achievement." 
The issue brief cites 
other Buckeye 
publications which find 
a negative relationship 
between mending and " 
results, after controlling Gerardo Bongiovanni (Fundacion Libertad), Paul Harberger 

for median income, (Francisco Marroquin Foundation), and Alejandro Chafuen 
(Atlas) review the Fundacion de Estudios Energeticos 

district and 'lass Latinoamericanos book, El Robo del Subsuelo. 
size, and other key 
variables. 

The Winter 1998 issue of Calvert 
Institute for Policy Research's 
(Baltimore, MD) Calvert News 
discussed property taxation, kidcare, 
public school reform, debt financing, 
the 1998 gubernatorial election, and 
other salient state issues. The May 1998 
Calvert Issue BrieJ; "Padded Payroll: 
An Examination of Municipal 
Employment Practices in Baltimore 
City," contends that Baltimore is "an 
overstaffed town." Author Kantayhanee 
Whitt compares the city's municipal 
employment levels with data from six 
other cities and finds that its functions 
and their corresponding agencies are all 
staffed to an extent well above average. 
Baltimore could save approximately 
10% of its annual operating budget by 
cutting municipal employment to the 
average level of comparison cities. 

Cascade Policy Institute's 
(Portland, OR) Policy Summary, "Low- 
Cost Solutions to Portland's Traffic 
Problem: Congestion Pricing and Free- 
Market Transit," argues that "congestion 

is entirely controllable. Not only is it 
controllable, the necessary strategies 
could be implemented quickly, on 
existing roadways, with no public 
subsidies." The proposed solutions call 
for peak-hour electronic pricing of 
regional commuter highways and de- 
regulation/privatization of the transit 
industry. 

The Centre for Independent 
Studies (St. Leonards, Australia) Policy: 
A Journal of Public Policy and Ideas 
featured "The New Wealth of Nations" 
by Christopher DeMuth. DeMuth 
suggests that the main problems of the 
developed world are political rather than 
economic; that we have become not 
only the richest but also the freest and 
most egalitarian societies that have ever 
existed, and it is our very wealth, 
freedom, and equality that are causing 
the welfare state to unravel. Charles 
Richardson, in the Australian postscript, 
adds that "A better description might be 
that our wealth and our problems are 
both effects of individual freedom. 
Established power structures have 
broken down, and individuals have been 
set free to use their creative power." 

The CIS'S Autumn 1998 issue 
focuses on Lessons from the Asian 
Crisis. It includes articles by Italy's 
Antonio Martino on monetary and fiscal 
rules and Christopher Lingle on the 
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