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Building a Free-Market Network in Asia: Atlas Hosts 
Workshop and Economic Freedom Program in Manila 

In November, Atlas co-hosted two 
events in Manila, Philippines: its 3 1 st 
International Workshop, "Free-Market 
Think Tanks: Perspectives for Asia," 
and the Economic Freedom Network 
conference. With a boost from 
Philippine contacts made during prior 
Atlas workshops, the programs attracted 
representatives from over 40 
organizations and 26 countries. "It is our 
hope that the experience, contacts and 
friendships developed with these efforts 
will help us fundraise to support many 

L h o r e  market-oriented products in the 
Philippines and in many other Asian 
countries," said Atlas president 
Alejandro Chafuen. 

The Center for Research and 
Communication Foundation (Manila), 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
(Konigswinter, Germany), and The 
Fraser Institute (Vancouver, Canada), 
joined forces to attract leading Asian 
policy makers to the meeting. Their 
efforts reaped handsoms rewards: more 
than seventy percent of the participants 
were new to the Atlas family, offering 
new contacts for future efforts in Asia. 

Ronald Bailey (editor of the Fisher 
award winner, The True State of the 
Planet, and author of Eco-Scam: The 
False Prophets of Ecological 
Apocalypse) delivered the opening 
speech about myths and potential 
dangers behind the Kyoto global 
warming treaty. (As he spoke, 
representatives of some 160 nations 

ere meeting in Buenos Aires, 
eliberating an international treaty 
esigned to reduce world greenhouse 

gas emissions.) Bailey also discussed 
eco-label regulations, another 
environmental program with tremendous 

(left to right): Rainer 
Adam (Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation) and Subhash 
Sengupta - - .  (Making . O u r  
Economy Right, 
Bangladesh) (left to right): Temba Nolutshungo (Free Market Foundation, 

South Africa), Rigoberto Stewart (Institute for Liberty and 
Public Policy Analysis, Costa Rica), Roberto Blum (Center for 
Development Research, Mexico), Enrico L. Basilio (Center for 
Research and Communication, Manila) and Wang Xiaolu 
(NERI ,  Beijing) 

economic impacts. 
The first session highlighted the 

work of public policy think tanks in the 
Philippines. Moderator Emilio T. 
Antonio, Jr. (Center for Research and 
Communication Foundation [CRC] 
and former president of the Philippine 
Economic Society) introduced 
presentations by Enrique Esteban (CRC 
president) and Cayetano Paderanga 
(Foundation for Economic Freedom 
and current president of the Philippine 
Economic Society). 

During the luncheon session, 
representatives from more than a dozen 
Asian organizations made short 
presentations introducing their policy 
work and interests. 

The afternoon session, entitled 
"Think Tanks, Policy and Society: 
Success Stories," was moderated by Ian 
Vasquez, director of the Global 
Economic Liberty project at the Cato 
Institute (Washington, DC). Speakers 

Mao Yushi (Unirule Institute, 
Reiiinn\ 

included Fraser Institute's Michael 
Walker, who spoke about the programs 
and management of his organization; 
Sung-No Choi (Korea Center for Free 
Enterprise, Seoul, South Korea); and 
Atlas president, Alejandro Chafuen, who 
presented a survey of successful North 
American institutes. 

(Continued on page 2) 



Enhancing Educational Choice: A Better Life for 
American Children 

In October, legislators, corporate 
executives, and community leaders 
convened in San Francisco to energize 
corporate America to promote parental 
choice in education. The program, 
sponsored by the Milton & Rose D. 
Friedman Foundation (Chicago, IL), 
with assistance from the Pacific 
Research Institute (San Francisco, 
CA), focused on providing strategies to 
boost future victories for school choice. 

The opening sessions, reserved 
exclusively for donors, featured a 
special briefing on groundbreaking 
media and opinion research by Richard 
Wirthlin, Chairman and CEO of 
Wirthlin Worldwide. Subsequent 
sessions, open to all participants, 
included the educational impact of 
parental choice, developing 
communication strategies to promote 
parental choice, the cost of educational 
disasters, understanding and overcoming 
the opposition, and selling school 
choice. 

Program speakers* included 
business leaders John Walton (Wal- 
Mart Stores, Inc. and Educational 
Alternatives, Inc.), David L. 
Brennan (Brennan Industrial 
Group, Inc. and founder of HOPE 
Academics), Steve Forbes (Forbes, 
Inc.), and William J. Hume 
(Chairman of the Board, Basic 
American, Inc.); public policy 
institute representatives Clint 
Bolick (Institute for Justice, 
Washington, DC) and Hon.George 
Shultz (Hoover Institution, 
Stanford, CA); government 
officials MN Governor Arne H. Milton Friedman 
Carlson, CA Governer Pete 
Wilson, Indianapolis Mayor 
Stephen Goldsmith, Jersey City Mayor Fund (The Wall Street Journal). 
Bret Shundler, and Lisa Graham Keegan Commenting on the efforts of the 
(AZ State Superintendent of Public program hosts, Atlas president Alejandro 
Instruction); religious leader Floyd H. Chafuen said, "Through their efforts to 
Flake (Pastor, Allen African Methodist enhance educational choice, more 
Episcopal Church and Former U.S. American children are empowered to 
Representative); and journalist John choose a better life."+:+ 

I 1 (Atlas Workshop, Continued from page 1) 

The Atlas workshop was followed 
by the Economic Freedom Network, led 
by The Fraser Institute with support 
from the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, Atlas, and CRC. Program 
speakers included Robert Lawson 
(Buckeye Institute, OH), James 
Gwartney (James Madison 
Institute,Tallahassee, FL), Temba 
Nolutshungu (Free Market 
Foundation, South Africa), Carmen 
Urizar (CIEN, Guatemala), Parth Shah 
(centre for Civil Society, New Delhi), 
Mao Yushi (Unirule Institute, Beijing), 
and Mahar Mangahas (Social Weather 
Stations Institute, Manilla). 

Bernardo Villegas (co-founder of 
CRC and Dean of the School of 
Economics at the University of Asia and 
the Pacific, Manila), delivered the 
keynote speech comparing the work of 
free-market institutes to the liberating 
efforts of the allies as portrayed in the 

movie 
Saving 
Private 
Ryan. 
According 
to Villegas, 
saving the 
private 
sector and 
liberating 
its creative 
forces is 

(left to right): Parth Shah 
(Centre for Civil Society, New 
Delhi), Andrzej Kondratowicz 
(Adam Smith Research 
Centre, Warsaw), Michael 
Walker (Fraser Institute, 

the best Vancouver, Canada) 

way to 
liberate millions from economic slavery. 

Atlas is grateful to the outstanding 
work and pioneering efforts of Uwe 
Johannen and Rainer Adam (The 
Friedrich Naumann Foundation), for 
their support and discovery of market- 
oriented leaders in Asia. This program, 
like Atlas's 1995 workshop in Beijing, 
was a tremendous success thanks to 

Participants at the Economic Freedom 
Network Conference 

their knowledge and efforts. Atlas is 
also thankful to Enrico Basilio and 
Carla Grifio (CRC), and Dexter Samida 
(Fraser Institute) for their generous 
contributions. For further information 
about the event, visit the Atlas webpage 
at www.atlas-fdn.org/conferences/ 
part3 1 .htm. *:* 



- Acton Institute for the Study plan developed by the Mackinac 
LJof Religion and Liberty (Grand 

Rapids, MI) launched a new project, 
"Economic Thinking for the 
Theologically-Minded," which 
centers on the production of an 
economics primer aimed at 
seminarians and theologians. It will 
present the foundational principles 
of the free economy in a 
"theologically-informed language." 

The Allegheny Institute for 
Public Policy (Pittsburgh, PA) 
featured Charles Murray, author of 
The Bell Curve and Losing Ground, 
at its October luncheon program. 
Murray spoke on the topic "Taking Atlas's Leonard P. Liggio (left) and Charles Rowley 
the Founding Fathers Seriously." (Locke Institute) in Iceland at the Centers for the 

Jersey City Mayor Bret Study of Emerging Institutions conference 
Schundler addressed "Individual 
Empowerment and Responsive members James C.Bennett, Bruce 
Government" before a fill1 housc at Benson, Barry Downey, John Hasnas, 
Cascade Policy Institute's (Portland, Douglas Jackson, Charles Rowley 
OR) October 12 Better Government (Locke Institute, Fairfax, VA), Birgir 
Competition Awards Luncheon. Run6lfsson (Institute of Economic 
Schundler informed the 200 in Studies, Iceland), as well as Clint 

,attendance how competition-based 0 Bolick (Institute for Justice, 
policies helped revitalize the once Washington, DC), and Atlas's executive 
nearly-bankrupt Jersey City. Earlier vice president, Leonard Liggio. 
that day Schundler spoke met with the Iceland's Minister of Education opened 
editorial board of The Oregonian, the the conference and its Minister of 
Northwest's largest daily newspaper. Finance delivercd the dinner keynote 

In the Portland, tri-county area, address. 
Cascade will serve as the facilitator for The mission of CSEI, founded 
the Children's Scholarship Fund - this year by Charles Evans, former 
Portland. The New York based director of public policy and 
Children's Scholarship Fund, supported information at Atlas, is to study rules 
by investor Ted Forstmann and Wal- and social mechanisms sufficient to 
Mart Store's John Walton, is making function as a commercial code for e- 
one of the largest private investments commerce. In other words, "How does 
ever on behalf of American school one enforce contracts on the Internet?" 
children. As facilitator, Cascade will Novcrnber 1 It'' featured a triple- 
help secure and distribute dollars for header for the Goldwater Institute 
some 400 families to help their children (Phoenix, AZ). The institute's 
attend private and parochial schools. Director B Breavast featured Virginia 
One million dollars will be raised Postrel, editor of Reason magazine and 
locally, to be matched by $1 million author of a new book, The Future and 
from CSF. Its Enemies. Later that day, Goldwater 

The Centers for the Study of held its groundbreaking celebration at 
Emerging Institutions (CSEI) held its the lot on which their new building will 
inaugural conference in Reykjavik, be constructed. Timed to coincide with 
Iceland, October 15 - 18, on "Lex its tenth anniversary, the institute also 

ybernetoria: Voluntary Rule of Law in held its celebration dinner that evening, 
Transnational Medium." The complete with a special video 

conference, co-sponsored by the presentation on the life of Senator 
Federation of Young Independents, Goldwater. 
included presentations by CSEI board The Universal Tuition Tax Credit 

Center for Public Policy (Midland, 
MI) offers a simple way for 
Michigan children to switch to the 
school that best meets their needs. 
The plan provides incentives for - - 

schools to improve by allowing any 
individual or business that pays K- 
12 student's public or nonpublic 
school tuition to subtract a dollar- 
for-dollar tax credit from their state 
taxes. An independent organization 
called School Choice YES! is 
working to place the plan on a 
statewide ballot for voter approval. 

A 1995 winning proposal to 
Pioneer Institute for Public Policy 
Research's (Boston, MA) Better 
Government Contest has become 
state law. "Using the Tort System to 

Improve Government Services," by 
Attorney General Scott Harshbarger, 
won passage as part of the FY'99 state 
budget and was signed into law by 
Acting Governor Paul Cellucci. The 
new law will deter agency managers and 
employees from acting negligently by 
requiring that a portion of any tort 
judgment be paid out of the agency's 
budget. Agencies that successfully 
reduce liability will receive a budget 
rebate. 

A celebrated Massachusetts judge 
has been named preliminary winner of 
Pioneer's 1998 Better Government 
Competition. First Justice of the 
Wrentham District Court, Daniel B. 
Winslow, offered proposals for 
improving court procedures, including 
the establishment of performance 
measures for judges, clerks, probation 
officers, and other court personnel; 
improving court facilities; and making 
appropriate use of technology. 

The National Wilderness 
Institute's (Washington, DC) efforts to 
expose corruption at the Environmental 
Protection Agency continue to attract 
press coverage. Its report, The People v. 
Carol Browner: EPA On Trial, will be 
featured in the cover article in an 
upcoming issue of Forbes magazine. 
Other big media outlets will also be 
doing major stories based on NWI's 
report, including a four-part news story 
on one of the major networks and an 
expos6 in Readers Digest.*:* 



Acton Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Liberty's (Grand Rapids, 
MI) new directory, Guide to Effective 
Compassion, provides a resource for 
identifying outstanding social service 
organizations. The directory lists over 
150 US organizations that reach out to 
those in need by providing for the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs 
of the individual, while requiring 
personal accountability of every 
program participant. 

The Allegheny Institute for 
Public Policy (Pittsburgh, PA) adds to 
the electricity deregulation literature 
with the publication of "Problems with 
Installed Capacity Obligations Threaten 
Competition and Customer Savings: 
The Case of Pennsylvania." It argues 
that "full competition will not arrive 
until all stranded cost charges are 
removed from consumer bills and 
competitive transition charges are no 
longer added to the competitive price of 
electricity." It also offers policy 
recommendations to enhance 
competition. 

Allegheny also reviewed 
economic revitalization programs with 
the publication of "A Primer on 
Enterprise Zones and Proposed 
Legislation in Pennsylvania." 
Enterprise zones are described as 
"public-private cooperative policy tools 
with an emphasis on free-market 
principles for targeting economic 
development incentives into specific 
geographical areas suffering from 
economic distress or depression." The 
report looks at successes and failures in 
other states to determine ideal zone 
characteristics. 

The Atlantic Institute for 
Market Studies (Halifax, Nova Scotia) 
published several articles which 
continue to demonstrate how 
government transfers hurt its 
beneficiaries in Atlantic Canada, 
including "The Disgruntled Campus: 
Yet Less Government May Mean Better 
Universities" and "From Worse to Bad: 
UI or EI, These Flawed Programs Hold 
Atlantic Canada Back." 

Buckeye Institute for Public 
Policy Solutions (Dayton, OH) 
continues its educational focus with the 

September publication of "Community 
Schools Begin in Ohio," "Community 
School Enrollment Expected to Grow by 
Nearly 70%; and "Who,Makes 
Education Policy--the Legislature or the 
Courts?'Other publications that month 
focus on prison issues, including 
"Private Prison Firm Held Accountable 
by Stock Market" and "Youngstown and 
the Future of Private Prisons in Ohio." 

Public Choice, Private Costs: An 
Analysis of Spending and Achievement 
in Ohio Public Schools, published by 
The Buckeye Institute (Dayton, OH), 
finds a wide gap between school 
spending and student achievement. The 
analysis finds that inputs such as school 
spending and student-teacher ratios have 
"no discernible effect" on student 
achievement in urban school districts in 
three Ohio cities. It concludes with a 
call for greater parental choice in 
education. Giving Choice a Chance: 
Cleveland and the Future of School 
Reform examines choice in action by 
reviewing the experience of Cleveland's 
voucher program. 

The Charter School Resource 
Center at Pioneer Institute for Public 
Policy Research (Boston, MA) 
commissioned Opinion Dynamics 
Corporation to conduct a poll of charter 
schools and district school parents in six 
urban areas around the Commonwealth 
where charter schools are available. 
This comparative survey of parents, the 
first of its kind in Massachusetts, 
revealed that charter school parents are 
far more satisfied with their children's 
schools than are district school parents. 
Additionally, the survey found that 
charter school parents as a whole 
reported lower income and education 
IeveIs than district school parents did. 
Pioneer's Policy Directions, "Poll Finds 
Higher Satisfaction Rate Among 
Charter School Parents," provides a 
brief overview of the findings. 

Evergreen Freedom Foundation 
(Olympia, WA) produced a 16-minute 
video on paycheck protection. The 
video features interviews with teachers 
who believe money should not be taken 
from their paychecks to fund union 

activities. EFF is seeking volunteers to 
"sponsor the video at community access 
television stations in Washington State 
communities." 

The 1998 Fraser Institute 
(Vancouver, BC) Critical Issues series 
recently published "Bank Mergers: The 
Rational Consolidation of Banking in 
Canada," "Canadian Government Debt: 
A Guide to the Indebtedness of Canada 
and the Provinces" and "Canadian 
Living Standards: 1998 Report," which 
provides a basis for considering the 
comparative increase in affluence 
among those at the bottom and those at 
the top of the income distribution. 
Fraser also published "The Cost of 
Regulation in Canada," which finds that 
the rise in the number of governmental 
regulations poses one of the "most 
important, but overlooked, challenges to 
Canada's economic competitiveness." 

The Goldwater Institute 
(Phoenix, AZ) continues to address 
education and urban issues with the 
publication of "Charter School 
Accountability," "You Say You Want a 
Rail-volution," "Teachers: Does 
Certified Mean Qualified?" and "A Tale 
of Two Cities." The latter study, which 
compares growth controls in Phoenix 
and Portland, is also available as a 
longer Issue Analysis report. 

The September issue of HKCER 
Letters, the newsletter of the Hong 
Kong Centre for Economic Research, 
features an article by Atlas colleague 
Kurt Schuler, which details a financial 
stability plan for the commonwealth. "A 
Contingency Plan for Dollarizing Hong 
Kong" examines Hong Kong's monetary 
problems and explores options to use a 
foreign currency to fulfill some or all of 
the functions of money as a means of 
payment, store of value, and unit of 

(Continued on page 5) 










