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Celebrating Think Tank Contributions to Liberty

Each day, Atlas works with public
policy institutes around the world that
share a common commitment to the
preservation and enhancement of liberty.
In February, representatives from 18
countries gathered in Dallas, TX to
celebrate the vital contributions Atlas
think-tank colleagues make to
strengthen the free society. In virtually
every case, our colleagues make great
personal sacrifices to fight
for ideals and principles they
strongly believe in. Some
have given up high-paying
professional jobs on Wall
Street or in medical and law

practices. Still others face

daily risks to their lives, and
to the lives of their families,
simply to stand up in
support of individual rights
and liberties. The gathering
provided an opportunity for
free-market supporters to
-learn about the personal
contributions our friends are
making, to celebrate these
gifts, and to offer mutual
encouragement for
upcoming and ongoing challenges.
Atlas workshops focus on
exploring effective strategies for think-
tank leaders. Two energetic former US
state governors provided valuable
insights based on their front-line
experiences. Speaking at the workshop’s
opening dinner at the Park City Club in
Dallas, the Honorable Pete du Pont,
former Governor of Delaware, challenged
think tanks to respond to changes in
{ . public policy caused by technological
“.” progress. “The empowerment of
technology is changing the way the
world works, giving power to
individuals. As information becomes
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readily available, governments are no
longer able to set the agendas or to
control the information available to their
citizens...Technology is setting us free.
What a glorious opportunity for freedom

lovers,” said duPont.

In the same mood of
encouragement, George Allen, former

economic development.

Speaking at the Federal Reserve
Bank of Dallas, Armando Ribas, former
National Congressman and a consultant
on monetary issues in Argentina,
declared that “the American experience
is the greatest experiment in freedom in
the world. Despite the crumbling of the

Governor of Virginia, said, “Our mission

is to bring creative and powerful ideas

to the fore, based on
common sense
Jeffersonian principles.
The most important
characteristic is the will
to win and to keep
fighting for the things
you believe in.”
Stressing the idea that
the US states are
“laboratories for ideas,”
Allen described how he
put principles into action
in the areas of welfare,
regulatory, and
educational reform, and

(Continued on page 2)

Manuel Ayau (Universidad Francisco
Marroguin, Guatemala)

Governor Pete du Pont (left) and Atlas adjunct fellow
Deroy Murdock

(left to right): Governor George Allen with Brian Crowley
(formerly of Atlantic Institute for Market Studies, Nova Scotia)
and Carolina Bolivar (Instituto Cultural Ludwig von Mises,
Mexico)
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Berlin wall, socialism is still alive,
especially in Europe.” Ribas described
the error of blaming Latin America’s
problems on its monetary situation.
“The problem is not monetary...it is the
government,” he said.

From the other side of the
Atlantic, The Rt. Hon. David Davis, a
Member of Parliament in Great Britain,
echoed the perspective that competing
state level programs offer the US an
advantage in experimenting and
advancing new ideas. Speaking on “The
Politics of Welfare Reform,” Davis
challenged the “something for nothing”
mentality of entitlements that has been
so brilliantly leveraged by Tony Blair
and Bill Clinton. Because “freedom
works,” there is no need to adopt their
strategies. Rather, “We need to
illustrate that public services are not free
and that services provided by the state
are at best, third rate. Discontent with
the state delivery of services generates
the call for change. Our jobs, then, is to
create the demand for better services.”

John Goodman (National Center
for Policy Analysis, Dallas, TX)
presented a slide program to illustrate
how everyone is made worse off by
government entitlement programs. He
offered a program of social security
reform based on a choice of public or
private investments, differential tax
rates, and secure pensions for current
retirees.

Speaking on the panel “Heroes of
the Free-Market Movement,”
inspirational leader Manuel Ayau
(Universidad Francisco Marroquin,
Guatemala) told the story of Guatemalan
businessmen’s efforts to establish a
think tank in 1958, “in the image of the

Foundation for Economics and
Education.” Their efforts led to
the creation of Universidad
Francisco Marroquin, a
university with the goal “to
teach influential people that
freedom works.” In the spirit of
David Davis’s comment that
poor state services generates a
demand for better services,
Ayau described how the new
university succeeded, in part,
due to the deteriorating
condition of state higher
education.

Enrique Ghersi (CITEL,
Peru) showed how free-market
ideas can take hold in a country, based
on his experiences in Peru. He offered
this paradoxical synopsis of the
Peruvian political landscape: In the 1990
presidential campaigns, free-market
candidate Mario Vargas Llosa, lost the
election to Alberto Fujimori, who
espoused traditional interventionist
ideas. Fujimori won the election, but
today, governs using Llosa’s economic
agenda. Ghersi explained that
politicians are followers. “If we can win
public understanding, we can win the
ideological battles.”

From one of the newer institutes,
Parth Shah (Centre for Civil Society,
India) shared the trials of setting up a
think tank in a country where “no one
actually has any idea what a think tank
does.” He described how elements of
the Indian culture — from its tradition of
dependence upon the government
sector to its lack of a tradition of liberty
in intellectual circles — poses very
different obstacles than those faced by
western institutes.

Shah added a very moving
personal note to his story. For many
years, right up until his recent move to
India to launch the center, Shah led a
comfortable existence as an economics
professor at the University of Michigan.
When struck with a serious illness, he
reflected on how he had achieved many
of his life’s ambitions, with the exception
of setting up a think tank in India. Upon
a healthy recovery, he committed himself
to achieving this aim for his fellow
Indians. So many people now benefit
from his good health!

(left ro right): Atilla Yayla (Association for Liberal
Thinking, Turkey) and Parth Shah (Centre for Civil
Society, India)

Enrique Ghersi (CITEL, Peru)

Atilla Yayla (Association for
Liberal Thinking, Ankara, Turkey) also
described the difficulties of running a
free-market think tank in a culture with
few supporting traditions. Attracting
and maintaining a competent staff is one
of the daily challenges. More life
threatening, however, is the weakness of
Turkey’s civil society. “If the military
comes to power,” said Yayla, “I will be
one of the first ones jailed.”

Jail threats are nothing new to
Michal Semin (Civic Institute, Czech
Republic), who earned a night in jail for
participating in a discussion group on
Aristotle. His experience aptly
illustrates the theme of Pete du Pont:
that technology is dismantling the
government’s ability to control
information. “The activities most
attacked by the communist regime,” said
Semin, “were the independent

(Continued on page 3)
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(left to right):
Christian Larroulet
(Instituto Libertad
y Desarrollo,
Chile) and Phillip
Truluck (The
Heritage
Foundation, USA)

Below (left to
right): John
Goodman (NCPA,
USA) with Milton
and Rose Friedman

(Continued from page 2)

discussion groups.” But now
information is freely flowing. Semin and
his wife recently founded a home
schooling network, along with ten other
J families, to combat the reality that
“school in the modern era has become a
political instrument.”

Moving from heroes to strategies,

(left to right): The Rt. Hon.
David Davis (House of
Commons, UK), Bob McTeer
(Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas,
USA), and Armando Ribas
(Argentina) -

the session
“Marketing Ideas:
Lessons for Think
Tanks” featured
seasoned media
experts. Brent Bozell
(Media Research
Center, Washington,
DC) gave his version
of the “think tank
problem.” “We go
out and work on
ideas we think are
critically important to
the public, but we
don’t try to package
them in a way the
public wants to accept them. If we were
private businesses, we would go out of
business.” He urged everyone to put a
marketing and public relations spin on
every single product produced by the
think tank.

Jeanette Goodman (NCPA, Dallas)
gave three major elements of a
successful institute: 1) devotion to a

mission, 2) use of business marketing
strategies, and 3) reliance on a visionary
leader. Rather than focusing on
discussions of media bias, we need to
just “become” the media, since media is
the driver of our ideas.

Brian Crowley, the founder of
Atlantic Institute for Market Studies
(Halifax, Nova Scotia) and editorial
writer for Canada’s national newspaper
The Globe and Mail, summed up the
think tank media challenge: to make your
self-interest coincide with that of the
media. Crowley cautioned that
journalists are moved much more by
personal relationships, than by the best
ideas. Scour publications for articles of
interest and begin systematically
providing information to the key
authors. When we help them look good,
we begin to make our interests coincide.
“It’s really quite easy,” says Crowley, “if
we don’t care who gets the credit. Once
credibly established with the journalist,
then, and only then, can you really
expect media people to take an interest
in the things that you think are
important.”

Although the Atlas program
ended with the media panel, participants
had more to look forward to. That same
evening, the NCPA held its 15
anniversary gala dinner with Milton and
Rose Friedman at the Wyndham Anatole
Hotel where Atlas hosted its workshop
events. Joined by more than 600 free-
market supporters, Atlas colleagues
joined in the celebration of one of its
great institute leaders, the National
Center for Policy Analysis.

One of the greatest rewards we
experience at Atlas is learning of new
institute efforts, particularly if Atlas had
a hand in the germination. We have just
discovered that efforts are underway to
start a free-market think tank in
Nicaragua, largely prompted by the
heroes panel of this workshop. Thanks
to all of our colleagues for the sacrifices
they make, each day, in the good fight in
the war of ideas. % :



















