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Challenges to the Rule of Law in the

Era of Globalization

In May, as part of Atlas’ “Litigation inthe
Americas” project, the foundation conducted
several programs and workshopsin
conjunction with leading Latin American
institutes. The events heldin Peru, Argentina,
and Uruguay involved 16 institutes from overa
dozen countries around the world.

The project, which originally began in
September 1999, focuses onissues related
tolitigation—specifically litigation that is being
pursued by Latin American governments.
Taking their cue from similar lawsuits initiated
bythe U.S. government, these lawsuits target
manufacturers of goods that are widely
perceivedto create healthrisks or purportediy
violate antitrustregulations. The legalactions
areinitiated by bureaucratsand agency
officials, ratherthan consumers.

Theinstitutes participating in the project
have adopted aggressive strategies to publish
opinion-editorials and conduct conferences
and other programs onthelitigationtopic. In
addition, each institute will produce an
extensive policy paperthatdiscussesthe ways
therule oflawis beingviolated in current

) Iitigétion effortsintheircountry. The papers
" will be published inasingle volume that

introduces the overall problemand highlights
theinstitutes’ country-by-countryfindings.

Thefirstevent, the 37" Atlas international
Workshop, was held in Lima, Peru, from May
19-21, 2000, in conjunction with the Centro
de Estudios EconomicosyLegales (CITEL).
Thefocus of this workshop—“Challenges of
the Rule of Law in the Era of Globalization”—
hasitsrootsinaresearch paperthatwasthe
joint product of Enrique Ghersi, director of
CITEL, and Julieta Moreno, Atlas Visiting
Fellow for Legal Studies. The event, which
started out as a small workshop to encourage
more institutes to participate inthe study,
expanded into a major public policy event
in Peru.

Drawing upon Ghersi's extensive local
ties, the event attracted over 200 partici-
pants, including prominententrepreneurs,
economists, lawyers, scholars, journalists, and

politicians. Fifty ofthe participants were
foreign, traveling from Argentina, Bolivia,
Chile, Colombia, CostaRica, Ecuador,
Guatemala, India, Spain, the U.S., Uruguay, and
Venezuela. As Moreno remarked, “Atlas didn’t
realize that CITEL, underthe direction of
Enrique Ghersi, plays such animportantrolein
Peruandthe broader Latin America.”

The eventwas an intensive three days of
speakersand programs. Its list of distin-
guished speakers included José Pifiera,
former Chilean Secretary of Laborand Mining
and co-chairman ofthe Cato Institute’s
(Washington, DC)Social Security Privatization
Project; Carlos Bolofia, Peru’s Minister of
Economics; Federico Salazar, an economist
andwell known Peruvian television anchor-
man; and Spanish economist Lorenzo
Bernaldo de Quiros.

Michael Krauss (George Mason University
Law School, Arlington, VA), Bob Levy (CATO
Institute, Washington,
DC)and Enrique Ghersi
describedthe global
litigationtrend against
companies—the heart of
the “Litigationinthe
Americas” project.
Integrating regional
concerns, Ricardo Rojas,
projectleaderfor
Argentina, describedthe
dangersand conse-
quencesassociated with
lawsuits started specifi-
cally by Latin American
governmentsinthe US.

The workshop
received round-the-clock
coverage bythelocal
cable channel, which
directlytransmittedthe
events, aswellas by
local radio stationsand
newspapers.

See Rule of Law, page 2 bust dedication.
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The grandfinaletook place whena
statue of economist F.A. Hayek was
unveiled in Olivarde Sanlsidro, a
beautiful park located inan upscale Lima
neighborhood. Atthe celebration, Mont
Pelerin Society president Ramdn Diaz
offered comments about “Freedomin
OurTimes.”

Argentina and Uruguay

To leverage the pool oftalent
gathered atthe programinLima, Atlas
assisted with additional eventsin
Argentinaand Uruguay. “The Rule of Law:
Its Importance inthe Era of Globaliza-
tion,” was organized and hosted by IDEA,
a Buenos Aires association of corporate

executives, entrepreneurs, attorneys,
and otherbusiness associates ofleading
Argentine companies, on May 23,2000.

Following opening remarks byJuan
Pardo, directorof IDEA's legal department,
the panel, “The Consequences of Interna-
tional Litigation,” featured several of the
speakerswhowere presentinLima,
including Atlas executive vice president
Leonard Liggio, Atlas presidentAlejandro
Chafuen, and Ricardo Rojas. Next, Enrique
Ghersi, Lorenzo Bernaldo de Quiros, and
lan Vasquez (Cato Institute, Washington,
DC)discussedthe “Globalization of
Responsibility.”

Laterthatsame day, twoother Atlas
network institutes, Fundacién Libertad
(Rosario, Argentina) and Atlas del Sud
(Buenos Aires), hosted asecond

program. B
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Atlas president Algjandro Chafuen (left) with panelists Marcela Basterra (Argentina), Pedro Cater/ano (Peru)
and Ricardo Rojas (Argentina) at the 37th International Workshop in Lima, Peru.

Participants at the program “Economic Freedom and Corruption” in Buenos Aires.

(left to right) Maria and Enrique Ghersi (CITEL,
Peru) with their children and former Atlas fellows
Dora de Ampuero (Ecuador) and Rocio Guijarro
(Venezuela).

Eduardo IVIayora of Guatemala (center) w:th fellow
participants at the CERES event in Montevideo,
Uruguay.
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New State-Based Efforts in the American Midwest:
The Niobrara Institute

As Atlas board member George
Pearson recently recounted, many
freedom fighters fromthe Midwestern
United States have made important
contributions to the development of
classical liberaland market-oriented
ideas. ChetAnderson, Harry Hoiles, Harry
Langenberg, Jayand Ethel Mae
Humphries, BillLaw, and Charles Koch
are justa few namesthat cometo mind,
particularly fortheir contributionstothe
Institute for Humane Studies (Arlington,
VA)and Foundationfor Economic
Education (Irvington-on-Hudson, NY).
Giventhattradition, itis particularly
encouragingtosee newdevelopmentsin
the Midwest at the Niobrara Institute of
Omaha, Nebraska.

Niobrara’s roots date back to 1993
withthefounding ofthe Constitutional
Heritage Institute. Thankstothe vision
and dedication of Richard Thayer, who
served asits president untilthisyear,
free-marketideasare nostrangerto
policy debatesin Nebraska. Under his
direction, forexample, the institute co-
hosted aregional meeting of the State
Policy Networkin Omahaearlierthis
year, bringing state thinktank leaders
from over a dozen states together to
discussissues, particularlythose with
regional relevance.

In recentmonths, the Constitutional
Heri'tagé Institute has undergone amajor
restructuring, positioningitselffor greater
public policy influence. It now operates
asthe Niobrara Institute, named after
theriver whichflowsthrough eastern
Wyomingand northern Nebraska intothe
MissouriRiver.

Ed Rauchut, who has beenasenior
research fellow at the institute for six
years, isthe new president of the

institute. Rauchut
alsoservesasa
professorand
executive assistantto
the presidentat
Bellevue University
and as presidentof
the Nebraska
Association of
Scholars. Richard
Thayer now dedicates
hisfull-time energyto
Niobraraasthe
directorof
development.

Atlasfriendswho  Institute.
attended the work-
shopinMontPelerin, Switzerland, last
April will likely remember fellow partici-
pant Kevin Avram. Avram has been
appointed executive vice president of
Niobrara. Along-time colleague of fellow
Canadianthinktank leader Peter Holle
(Frontier Centre for Public Policy,
Manitoba, Canada), Avram has worked in
the area of organization development for
nearlytwodecadesandisalsoan
experienced editorial writer and colum-
nist.

Niobraraimmediately putAvram’s
talents to work by launching an editorial
programthat distributes weekly com-
mentaries to newspapers and opinion
leadersthroughoutthe state. The
program is just one of the ways Niobrara
isaddressing its core mission: to pro-
mote greater freedom for the individual
andto carry outan educational role with
respecttowealth creationand respon-
sible public policy. Contact KevinAvram
atinfo@theniobrara.orgtoreceive
Niobrara’scommentariesviae-mail. @&

(left to right): Ed Rauchut, Kevin Avram and Richard Thayer of the Niobrara



















