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Challenges to the Rule 
Era of Globalization 

In May, as partofAtlas' "Litigation in the 
Americas" project, the foundation conducted 
several programsand workshops in 
conjunction with leadingLatin American 
institutes.The events held in Peru, Argentina, 
and Uruguay involved 16  institutes from over a 
dozen countriesaround theworld. 

The project, which originally began in 
September 1999, focuses on issues related 
to litigation-specifically litigation that is being 
pursued by Latin American governments. 
Takingtheir cue from similar lawsuits initiated 
bythe U.S. government, these lawsuitstarget 
manufacturersof goodsthat are widely 
perceived to create health risks or purportedly 
violateantitrust regulations. The legal actions 
are initiated by bureaucratsand agency 
officials, ratherthan consumers. 

The institutes participatingin the project 
have adopted aggressivestrategiesto publish 
opinion-editorialsand conduct conferences 
and other programson the litigation topic. In 

of L a w  in the 

addition, each institutewill producean 
extensive policy paperthatdiscussesthe ways 
the rule of law is beingviolated in current 

, litigation efforts in theircountry.The papers 
. will be published inasinglevolumethat 

introducestheoverall problem and highlights 
the institutes' country-by-countryfindings. 

Thefirst event, the 37thAtlas International 
Workshop, was held in Lima, Peru,from May 
19-21,2000, in conjunction with thecentro 
de Estudios Economicos y Legales (CITEL). 
The focus of this workshop-"Challenges of 
the Ruleof Law in the Era of Globalizationv- 
has its roots in a research paperthat wasthe 
joint productof Enrique Ghersi, directorof 
CITEL, and Julieta Moreno,AtlasVisiting 
Fellowfor Legal Studies. Theevent, which 
started outasa small workshoptoencourage 
more institutesto participate inthestudy, 
expanded into a major public policy event 
in Peru. 

Drawing upon Ghersi'sextensive local 
ties, the event attracted over 200 partici- 

politicians. Fifty ofthe participants were 
foreign, travelingfrom Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, India,Spain,theU.S., Uruguay, and 
Venezuela. As Moreno remarked, "Atlas didn't 
reaIizethatCITEL, underthedirection of 
EnriqueGhersi, playssuch an important role in 
Peru and the broader Latin America." 

The eventwasan intensivethree days of 
speakers and programs. Its Iistof distin- 
guished speakers included Jose Pi Aera, 
formerchilean Secretaryof Laborand Mining 
and co-chairman oftheCatoInstitutels 
(Washington, DC)Social Security Privatization 
Project; Carlos BoloRa, Peru's Minister of 
Economics; FedericoSalazar, an economist 
and well known Peruviantelevision anchor- 
man; and Spanish economist Lorenzo 
Bernaldo de Quiros. 

Michael Krauss (George Mason University 
LawSchool,Arlington,VA), Bob Levy(CAT0 
Institute, Washington, 
DC) and Enrique Ghersi 
described theglobal 
litigation trend against 
companies-the heart of 
the "Litigation in the 
Americas" project. 
lntegratingregional 
concerns, Ricardo Rojas, 
project leader for 
Argentina, described the 
dangersand conse- 
quencesassociated with 
lawsuits started specifi- 
cally by Latin American 
governments in the US. 

The workshop 
received round-the-clock 
coverage bythe local 
cable channel, which 
directlytransmitted the 
events, as well as by 
local radiostationsand 
newspapers. 
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Thegrand finaletook placewhena 
statueof economist F.A. Hayekwas 
unveiled in OlivardeSan Isidro,a 
beautiful park located in an upscale Lima 
neighborhood. Atthecelebration, Mont 
Pelerin Society president Ram6n Diaz 
offered commentsabout "Freedom in 
OurTimes." 

Argentina and Urnway 
To Ieveragethe pool oftalent 

gathered atthe program in Lima,Atlas 

executives, entrepreneurs, attorneys, 
and other businessassociatesof leading 
Argentine companies, on May 23,2000. 

Followingopeningremarks byJuan 
Pardo, directorof IDEA'S leg21 department, 
the panel, "TheConsequencesof Interna- 
tional LitigationVfeatured several ofthe 
speakerswhowere present in Lima, 
includingAtlasexecutivevice president 
Leonard Liggio,Atlas presidentAlejandro 
Chafuen, and Ricardo Rojas. Next, Enrique 
Ghersi, Lorenzo BernaIdodeQuiros, and 
Ian Vasquez (Cato Institute, Washington, 
DC)discussed the "Globalization of 
Responsibility." 

assisted with additional events in Laterthatsameday,twootherAtlas Jose Pinera at the Lima Workshop. 

Participants at the program "Economic Freedom and Corruption" in Buenos Aires. 1 1 
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New State-Based Efforts in the American Midwest: 
The Niobrara Institute 

As Atlas board member George 
Pearson recently recounted, many 
freedomfightersfrom the Midwestern 
United States have made important 
contributions to the development of 
classical liberal and market-oriented 
ideas. Chet Anderson, Harry Hoiles, Harry 

-i Langenberg, Jay and Ethel Mae 
1 Humphries, Bill Law,and Charles Koch 3 arejusta few namesthat come to mind, 
1 particularlyfortheir contributions tothe 

Institute for Humanestudies (Arlington, 
VA) and Foundation for Economic 
Education (Iwington-on-Hudson, NY). 
Given thattradition, it is particularly 

I encouragingto see new developments in 
1 the Midwest attheNiobraralnstituteof 

i Omaha, Nebraska. 

1 Niobrara's roots date back to 1993 

I with thefoundingoftheConstitutional 

I Heritage Institute. Thankstothevision 
and dedication of RichardThayer, who 

I 
I served as its president until this year, 
I 
I free-market ideasare nostrangerto 

policy debates in Nebraska. Under his I direction,forexample, the instituteco- 
hosted a regional meeting of thestate 
Policy Networkin Omaha earlierthis I year, bringingstatethinktank leaders I from over a dozen statestogetherto 
discuss issues, particularlythose with 
regional relevance. 

- In recent months, theconstitutional 
Heritage Institute has undergonea major 
restructuring, positioningitselfforgreater 
public policy influence. It now operates 
asthe Niobrara Institute, named after 

\ the riverwhichflowsthrough eastern 
Wyomingand northern Nebraska intothe 
Missouri River. 

Ed Rauchut, who has been asenior 
research fellow at the institute for six 
years, isthe new president ofthe 

institute. Rauchut 
also serves as a 
professor and 
executive assistantto 
the presidentat 
Bellevue University 
and as president of 
the Nebraska 
Association of 
Scholars. Richard 
Thayer now dedicates 
hisfull-timeenergyto 
Niobrara asthe 
director of 
development. (left to right): Ed Rauchut, Kevin Avmrn and Richard Thayer of the Niobmm 

Atlasfriendswho ~nstitute. 

attended the work- 
shop in Mont Pelerin,Switzerland, last 
April will likelyrememberfellow partici- 
pant Kevin Avram. Avram has been 
appointed executive vice president of 
Niobrara. Along-time colleague offellow 
Canadian thinktank leader Peter Holle 
(Frontier Centre for Public Policy, 
Manitoba, Canada),Avram has worked in 
the area of organization development for 
nearly twodecadesand isalsoan 
experienced editorial writer and colum- 
nist. 

Niobrara immediately putAvram's 
talentstowork by launchingan editorial 
program that distributes weekly com- 
mentariesto newspapersand opinion 
leadersthroughoutthestate. The 
program isjust one of the ways Niobrara 
isaddressing itscore mission: to pro- 
mote greaterfreedom forthe individual 
and to carry outan educational role with 
respectto wealth creation and respon- 
sible public policy. Contact Kevin Avram 
at info@theniobrara.orgto receive 
Niobrara'scommentariesviae-mail. 
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