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Atlas Gears up for
20" Anniversary
Celebrations

For nearly 20 years, Atlas has helped
create and support free-market public policy
think tanks across the globe. As our anniver-
sary year approaches, Atlas invites friends
and supporters to join in our upcoming
celebrations.

Anniversary Events in SF and DC

On May 2, 2001, Atlas will host “An
Evening with Milton and Rose Friedman” at
the Mark Hopkins Intercontinental Hotel in
San Francisco.

The program features a discussion with
the Friedmans, which will be broadcast live
to Atlas network institutes throughout the
Americas using the latest in video, satellite
and internet technology. In what promises to
be an insightful exploration of key issues
facing the think tank movement today, the
Friedmans will address questions posed by
institute leaders from different parts of the
globe.

Following the discussion, the Friedmans
will be the special guests at a reception and
dinner honoring their work and contributions
to the think tank movement. The evening
program will conclude with the presentation
of the 2001 Sir Antony Fisher International
Memorial Awards.

On September 18, 2001, Atlas will
welcome free-market leaders and donors to
Washington, DC, to continue the anniversary
celebration and pay tribute to the contribu-
tions of Sir John Templeton. Sir John has
been a friend of Atlas for many years. The
John Templeton Foundation is the generous
sponsor of the Freedom Project directed by
Atlas’s Leonard P. Liggio.

Please mark these dates on your calendar
so that you can join us in honoring Atlas’s

Atlas founder, Sir Antony Fisher.

great achievements in the name of liberty
during the last 20 years. More details are
soon to follow. Hope to see you in Califor-
nia, DC, or at both programs!

New Publications Commemorate
Atlas Founder

In addition to these events, two publica-
tions are underway which commemorate
Atlas founder, Sir Antony Fisher.

Atlas’s Teresa Brown is managing the
production of a book which surveys the first
ten years of the Sir Antony Fisher Memorial
International Awards. It is scheduled for
release during 2001.

In London, under the direction of Atlas-
UK, author Gerald Frost is writing a biogra-
phy of Sir Antony, using his life to tell the
story of the public policy institute network
that he helped inspire and create. Both
publications will help document the history
of the think tank movement and illustrate
how one man’s vision helped transform the
world..

Institute News

New Translations
New Publications

National Security
Institute in Prague

New Colombian
Institute

Tribute to Norman
Macrae

Atlas Revamps
Web Site

Environmentalism
in Chile

To Our Donors
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Institute
RNews

William J. Bennett at The
James Madison Institute
“2000 Speakers’
Banguet.”

The Bangla version o
Frederic Bastiat's The Law,
published by Making Our
Economy Right in
Bangladesh.

On October 27th, 2000, Atlantic Institute
for Market Studies (Halifax, Nova Scotia) and
ECANS (the Electricity Consumers’ Alliance of
Nova Scotia) cosponsored a one-day confer-
ence entitled: Plugging in Atlantic Canada. The
well attended program examined how
privatization, deregulation and other market-
opening initiatives are bringing choice in
electricity suppliers to industrial users and

The JAMES MADISON
TUT

A EGUNDATION &

individual consumers alike in many jurisdic-
tions, thereby putting downward pressure on
prices. Leaders in the electricity industry in
Europe, the US and Canada assembled to
share their knowledge and experiences with
Atlantic Canadians.

William J. Bennett, a distinguished fellow at
the Heritage Foundation (Washington, DC)
shared his thoughts on ethics in public policy
at “The 2000 Speakers’ Banquet” of The
James Madison Institute (Tallahassee, FL) in
November. The banqguet is the first of three
JMI-sponsored events that are part of the
Legislative Orientation Program for the Florida
House of Representatives.

Kansas Public Policy Institute (Topeka, KS)
reports that it is “taking the initiative” on the
issue of employee health plans. At a Novem-
ber seminar, “The Emerging Market for
Consumer-Owned Health Insurance,” KPPI
presented alternative ideas for improving
health care. Through market-oriented health
benefits similar to 401(k)-style retirement
plans, the quality, cost, and accessibility of
health insurance can be improved. In particu-
lar, KPPI proposes health-purchasing coopera-
tives in which small employers and individuals
are pooled together to negotiate lower health
insurance rates.

In early December, the Liberty Institute
(New Delhi) sponsored its inaugural Julian L.
Simon Memorial Lecture. Professor Deepak Lal
(University of California) addressed “The New
Cultural Imperialism: The greens and economic
development.” Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia,
Member, Planning Commission, Government of
india, presided over the meeting.

The Sutherland Institute (Murray, UT), in
conjunction with Hillsdale College’s Shavano
Institute for National Leadership, sponsored an
October conference, Restoring the Foundations
of American Education, in Salt Lake City.
Speakers included Rabbi Daniel Lapin, president
of Toward Tradition (Mercer Island, Washington)
and Richard Maxfield, member of The
Sutherland Institute’s Free-Market Roundtable.

In other news, Sutherland announced that
Paul T. Mero, former executive vice president of
the Howard Center for Family, Religion, and
Society in Rockford, lllinois, has been named its
new president. A veteran of the pro-family
political movement, Mero coordinated Novem-
ber 1999’s World Congress of Families meeting
in Geneva, Switzerland, a meeting of more than
1,600 individuals from 65 countries. <+

New Translations

Making Our Economy Right (Dhaka,
Bangladesh) published the Bangla version of
Frederic Bastiat's The Law. On the heels of the
Liberty Institute’s (New Delhi) Indian publica-
tion, this marks the second translation of
Bastiat's work in recent months. Claude
Frederic Bastiat was a 19th century French
economist, legislator, and writer who champi-
oned private property, free markets, and
limited government.

Ten Latin American institutes have cospon-
sored the Spanish translation of War on
Tobacco: At What Cost? by Deepak Lal and
Roger Scruton. The institutes are Asociacion
Nacional de Fomento Economico (Costa
Rica), Centro de Divuigacion del
Conocimiento Econdomico (Venezuela), Centro
de Estudios en Econémia y Educacion
{Mexico), Centro de Estudios Economico-
Sociales (Guatemala), Centro de
Investigacion y Estudios Legales (Peru),
Fundacion Atlas para una Sociedad Libre
(Argentina), Fundacion Desatrollo a través de
la Libertad (Colombia), Fundacion Libertad
(Argentina), Fundacion Libertad Democracia y
Desarrollo (Bolivia), and Instituto Ecuatoriano
de Economia Politica (Ecuador). <%




Ailegheny Institute for Public Policy
(Pittsburgh, PA) examines alternative tax
schemes in Implications of Property Tax
Reform in Allegheny County. The study’s
econometric model examines various sce-
narios that address the implications of
lowering the county's property tax rate,
forecasting the economic impact with respect
to population, employment, total sales and
property values.

The Centre for Independent Studies (St.
Leonards, Australia) looks at how parents
influence their children’s education in Beyond
the Classroom. Author Alison Rich outlines
what parents may contribute in terms of
parental income, education and employment.
She also examines the potential disadvan-
tages faced by children of non-traditional
families, including the impacts of divorce,
separation and sole parenthood.

The effects of corruption on economic
freedom have been intensely debated by
economists for many years. In the essay,
Economic Freedom and Corruption, co-authors
Alejandro Chafuen (Atlas Economic Research
Foundation) and Eugenio Guzman (Libertad y
Desarrollo, Santiago, Chile) espouse the idea
that the greater economic freedom a country
has, the lesser the probability that its govern-
ment will resort to corrupt practices. Different
versions of the analysis have also been
published by the Centro de Estudios Piblicos
(Santiago, Chile), CISLE (Mexico), and
Fundacion Atlas (Buenos Aires). An English
version was published in the Heritage Foun-
dation and Wall Street Journal’s publication,
2000 Economic Freedom Index.

The Fraser Institute (Vancouver, Canada)
examines hospital waiting lists in Waiting Your
Turn, the 10" edition. Drawing extensively
from previous editions, the publication shows
how waiting times in Canada, between referral
from a general practitioner and treatment,
rose to 14 weeks in 1999. This waiting time
puts Canadians behind Americans, Germans,
and sometimes Swedes, for cardiac care, but
ahead of New Zealanders and the British. The
institute examined other issues in health care
in Prescription Drug Prices in Canada and the
United States — A Comparative Study.

The Hong Kong Centre for Economic
Research (Hong Kong) featured “Property
Rights in Marine Resources: Some New
Developments” by Hannes H. Gissurarson in
its newsletter, HKCER Letters. Gissurarson
draws from fishery policy in his country,
iceland, which he describes as the “only

developed nation in the world, more or less,
dependent on fisheries.” The Individual
Transferable Quota system is offered as a
model that has worked successfully in Iceland
and can be transferred to other parts of the
world. '

The Institute for the Study of Civil Society
(London) focuses on racism and the state in
two new publications. Racist Murder and
Pressure Group Politics and Institutional
Racism and the Police: Fact or Fiction? raise
questions about the nature of policing in a
free society.

The Institute of Economic Affairs (London)
published a primer on the theory of public
choice, Government: Whose Obedient Ser-
vant? Leading exponents, including Gordon
Tullock and Arthur Seldon, describe the theory,
without the technical jargon, to introduce
newcomers to the importance of this branch
of economics. Public choice, also known as
“the economics of politics,” helps shed light
on the economic motives of politicians and
the economic consequences of their political
actions.

In another IEA publication, Regulation
Without the State...The Debate Continues,
John Blundell (IEA general director and Atlas
trustee) and economics professor Colin
Robinson analyze the forces behind govern-
ment regulation, its shortcomings and the
scope for voluntary regulation. The monograph
additionqlly includes seven papers by distin-
guished commentators on regulation.

Findings from a Gallup survey on medical
privacy were published by the Institute for
Health Freedom (Washington, DC) in Public
Attitudes Toward Medical Privacy. The institute
commissioned the survey, which found that an
overwhelming majority of Americans do not
want the government or other third parties to
have access to their medical records without
their permission.

The National Wilderness Institute (Washing-
ton, DC) exposes corruption and mismanage-
ment at the US Environmental Protection
Agency in Under the Guise of Environmental
Protection: EPA Revealed. The new publication,
authored by Bonner Cohen, is part of NWI's
ongoing efforts to watchdog federal environ-
mental agencies.

The Social Affairs Unit (London) published
Children & Advertising: The Allegations and
the Evidence by psychology professor Adrian
Furnham. Furnham examines the myth that

See New Publications, page 7
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New
Publications

Most of the organizations
mentioned in these pages
are listed in the Free

Market Directory on the
Atlas Web page:
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National Security
Assessment program
director Petr Vancura.

National Security Assessment Progra

Develops in Prague

As the number of market-oriented think
tanks worldwide continues to grow, we find it
especially exciting to report on new efforts
that push the independent institute model
into new areas. The National Security
Assessment Program (NAS) in Prague is a
perfect example.

The NAS was created in 1998 by the The
Civic Institute, one of the finest think tanks
within Atlas’s Eastern European network. With

memories from decades of totalitarian
oppression looming fresh in their minds, the
leaders of the Civic Institute — a group of
former Czech dissidents — sought to create a
program to advance and preserve the hard-
fought freedoms of the Czech Republic. The
NAS was developed to gather intelligence and
assess current and emerging threats to the
national security of the Czech Republic.

In recent months, the program has submit-
ted applications to the Czech Republic
government to become an independent
organization called the Prague Institute for
National Security.

Roger W. Robinson, Jr., former senior
director of International Economic Affairs at
the Reagan National Security Council and a
member of Civic Institute’s board of directors,
described the program as “a kind of ‘early
warning’ mechanism — the first of its kind in
the Czech Republic and quite possibly in
Eastern Europe — concerning emerging,
security-related developments and threats
which will likely grow more ominous if not
addressed in a timely fashion.”

National Security Assessment program
director Petr Vancura was formerly the Deputy
Chief of Mission at the Czech Embassy in
Washington, DC and vice president of the
Civic Institute. He identifies four areas where
the NSA is currently focusing its attention: the
political process (where is political power
concentrated?), the economy (are goods and
services freely flowing through the market?),
law enforcement, and international security
(can transgressions be identified, targeted,
and rectified?). Research teams for these
areas are underway, with plans to identify
priority issues, produce top quality publica-
tions, and elevate public awareness and
debate on the issues.

Future research areas include public
administration; values, education, and media;
and additionally, an examination of “who’s
who in the Republic.” As Vancura notes,
“When the government is bad, or even evil —
as the communist one was — the rot seeps
everywhere. In a Mafia-type infected society, it
helps to know the links between people.”

Vancura patrticipated in Atlas events in
Milan, Italy, and Mont Pelerin, Switzerland,
in April 2000. Atlas later hosted one of his
staffers, Lenka Vokasova, for an afternoon
during her visit to the US. She described two
of the institute’s recent areas of investiga-
tion. One involves military procurement
decisions that were made without reference
to security and military strategy, which may
paralyze the usefulness of the Czech
military for many years.

Another research focus involves the
impotence of bankruptcy law in the Czech
Republic. Thanks to political privilege, some
partially state-owned companies are “not
allowed to fail.” Lacking a “level playing
field,” the country has difficulty attracting
new capital and new companies to invest in
the regional economy.

The products and symposia of the National
Security Assessment program are targeted at
the Czech policy-making community, domestic
and international media, the business and
financial communities, and individuals and
organizations which might benefit from a
nongovernmental perspective of both breaking
and past developments in this field. <%
















