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~Bangladesh’s long (1982-1991) military dictatorship, and one that coincided w

MOER/’s ten-year existence; its supporters are limited to those who are philosophi

. result of their direct a.ssoma.tlon with politicians and bureaucpa.ts ofthe ste,t.e,

The institutes in the Atlas threatening, to pursue freedom ideals
network exhibit a wide range of openly. This month’s “institute feature”
diversity, both geographically and shares some words from Nizam Ahmad,
culturally. Within this diversity, one founder of Making Our Economy Right
common thread holds firm: each (MOER). Operating in Bangladesh, where
institute has an abiding commit- decades of socialism have taken their toll,
ment to the preservation and Nizam is one of the few voices challenging
enhancement of individual liberty. the Bangla people to examine and pursue

For some institute leaders, it is freedom issues. Nizam writes:

difficult, and sometimes life-

Making Our Economy Right was founded in 1991, a year that marked the ’end

with the collapse of the communist empire in 1990.

Although MOER’s planting time seemed perfect, it was clear that we faced man
challenges and impediments to our free- -market migsion. After 54 years of sociali
military and civilian dictatorships (1947-2001), the idea of individual freedom
an unthinkable concept. The military governments prohibited free speech in
Bangladesh and the dominant socialist intelligentsia squelched any discussions
about individual liberty or free markets. -

The impact was evident. At MOER,, we soon discovered that most of the country
leading economists, politicians, businessmen and _]ourna.hsts mcludlng those w.
had earlier encouraged MOER’s work, were deeply skeptical ‘about free markets
Instead; along with the government of Bangladesh, they supported the notion of ¢
government-controlled “free market” — the idea that the economy can be expertly
guided and efficiently managed simply by good intent. -

This idea is-widely supported by the World Bank; which frequently holds
seminars to perpetuate the notion that Bangladesh needs good governance and
efficient utilization of donor money to become a middle-income nation. Hand in
hand with the government, it has helped popularize slogans such as ‘Education fo
by 2000% and. ‘Health for all by: 2000, ‘Despite the failure of government policy, fe:
people are openly examining the reasons why health care and educatlon pollcy F(
have not been achieved.

Within this context, MOER’S view of the free market- is v1ewed as extreme a.n
disturbing within Bangladesh. Wldesprea.d Support, of course, has not been forthk
ing. Much of the initial legwork for MOER focused on introducing the concept of
freedom and individual liberty, for it is clearly not part of the cultural psyche. Des

cally supportive of man’s universal freedom and choice over collective subnussmn
state and authority.

Ideally, MOER would like to sponsor frequent publlc discussions and deba,tes
that engage free-market scholars and academics. A persistent and direct ‘confront
tion with the views held by the dominant intelligentsia can force an opening for
market ideas to gradually become acoe'ptable to the general public. Yet thisisa Ve
difficult mission to embrace and MOER s pace is adxmttedly slower than anyone
would like.

Nevertheless, W'lth an annual budget of US$5 OOO to $5, 000 MOER contmue
function ag the lone free-market orga.mzatlon in the country Corporatlons and
businesses are reluctant to offer support since most of their power and wealth 1s

See Bangladash, page 6

Institute News 2

New publications

Education Program 4
in Argentina

US Freedom Project 7

Walter Williams at
Atlas’s 20th
Anniversary

Ecuadorian Fellow e
Joins Atlas

lames Gwartney & Robert Lawson
wan Dexter Samida

2000 Annual Report !
Economic Freedom of the World ‘

MOER is one of 54 institutes that
participates in the Economic Freedom of
the World project.




2 Highlights
Spring 2001

Institute
News

Centre for Civil Society’s new
chairman, Kanwal Rekhi (center
back row) poses with students in
New Delhi.

Students at the Fundacion DL
program in Cali, Colombia.

In February, the Atlantic Institute for
Market Studies (Halifax, Canada) and the
Canadian Aquaculture Institute at the Atlantic
Veterinary College, hosted the program, “The
Science, Economics, and Politics of Aquacul-
ture on the West Coast” in Vancouver, B.C.
The program built on the tremendous success
of an earlier conference, which was held on
the Canadian East Coast in September 2000.
A team of leading national and international
experts discussed the strengths and weak- ‘
nesses of aquaculture and established the
basis for a sensible public policy to govern the
industry.

5 Centre for Civil
Society (New Delhi, India)
announced that Kanwal
Rekhi has joined the
center as the board
chairman. Kanwal is former
president of the Indus
Entrepreneur Company and
a philanthropist, well-
known for a $2 million
contribution to his alma
mater in Bombay to set up a school for
information technology. He brings not only his
invaluable connection to Silicon Valley, but
also his experience in project management,
marketing and publicity to the institute.

In February,
Fundacion DL (Cali,
Colombia) orga-
nized a meeting for
college students as
part of its program,
“Give Freedom a
Chance.” The
meeting included a
discussion of the
book, War on
Tobacco: At What
Cost? by Deepak Lal
and Roger Scruton.
Participants received free copies of the book’s
Atlas-funded Spanish translation La Guerra del
Tabaco.

Buenos Aires-based think tanks
Fundacion Mel & Fundacion Atlas Para una
Sociedad Libre invited Fred Smith, president
of the Competitive Enterprise Institute
(Washington, DC) to Argentina to participate in
a seminar on “Food and Biotechnology.” Long-
time Atlas colleague Ana Lamas, president of
Fundacion Mel, interviewed Smith for the local
news media. In that interview, Smith ad-
dressed issues relating to risk, consumer

choice, genetic
diversity, and the
role of NGOs in
the biotechnology
debates.

On November
18, 2000, the
Institute for
Health Freedom
(Washington, DC)
hosted a
roundtable
discussion in New
Orieans to
educate women
legislators about
patients’ rights
issues. The
meeting was well attended by state legislators
from across the country, as well as by repre-
sentatives from other organizations, such as
the American Red Cross. |HF president Sue
Blevins presented results from a recent Gallup
survey (commissioned by IHF) on medical
privacy and discussed the important issue of
DNA ownership. The Gallup survey is available
online at www.ForHealthFreedom.org/
Gallupsurvey.

In other Institute for Health Freedom
news, Sue Blevins spoke at the Cato Institute
in February at a program that examined
federal medical privacy regulations .

Institut Economique de Montréal
(Québec, Canada) hosted a luncheon confer-
ence entitled “Growth is Good for the Poor,”
which featured World Bank economist Aart
Kraay. Atthe March program, Kraay chal-
lenged the perception that growth benefits
only the rich, drawing from his study which
concluded that growth favors the poor to the
same extent as the population in general.

The institute’s February breakfast confer-
ence, which featured Robert Lawson of
Capital University, attracted more than 60
business and policy leaders, including two
members of the Quebec National Assembly.
Lawson’s study, Scope of Government and the
Wealth of Quebecers, is based on his regres-
sion analysis that found a strong and persis-
tent negative relationship between the level of
public expenditure in a given country and its
expected economic growth. Lawson and his
colleagues determined that if public spending
in Canada had remained at its 1960 level,
the Canadian GDP would have reached
$1,318 billion instead of $861 billion.

See Institute News, page 5

Fred Smith (Competitive
Enterprise Institute, Washington,
DC) debates biotechnology
issues with a Greenpeace
spokesman in Argentina.




The Canadian Policy Options magazine
interviewed several economists and policy
makers, including Atlantic Institute for
Market Studies (Halifax, Nova Scotia) presi-
dent Brian Lee Crowley, on their policy pre-
scriptions for improving the health and viability
of the Atlantic Canada region. The result is a
stimulating picture of the different philoso-
phies now competing for dominance in
economic and social policy in the region. The
interview is available on the AIMS website at
www.aims.ca.

The Centre for Civil Society (New Delhi)
published its first Indian-language publication,
Kissan Bole Chhe (English title: The Farmer
Speaks). The book is a broad review of
agricultural policy presented through the life
story of a farmer. It details the fate of the
Indian farmer under government price controls
for agricultural inputs like seeds, fertilizers,
water, and electricity, as well as agricultural
output. It also contrasts agricultural policy
since India’s independence in 1947 with the
periods under Mogul and British rule. Pub-
lished in Gujarati, the language of the state of
Gujarat in the western part of India, the book
is being distributed through various farmers’
organizations.

Most recently, the Centre for Civil Society
published Friedman on India, a collection of
articles written by Milton Friedman during his
trips to India.

In Trading Phobias: Governments, NGOs
and Globalisation, published by the Centre for
Independent Studies (St. Leonards, Australia),
_ author Anne Krueger discusses globalization
’ and the growth of the international economy.
CIS offers another look at factors in economic
prosperity in Building Prosperity: Australia’s
Future as a Global Player, which traces the
nation’s development from a “protected
backwater on the global periphery” to an
outward-looking player. Concerned that the
reform momentum is slowing, author Wolfgang
Kasper argues that creative responses in free
and open markets will help Australia avoid the
consequences of a global slowdown in eco-
nomic growth, enabling it to press ahead with
further social and economic reform.

In other CIS publications, political theorist
Gregory Nelleuish describes how classical liberal
principles are constantly under threat in A Short
History of Australian Liberalism. And theologian
George Weigel questions whether democracy
can thrive in a value-neutral environment in The
Moral Foundations of Freedom.

The Calgary Office of the Fraser Institute
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Canada’s National Parks, which documents
the growing influence of radical environmen-
talism on Canadian park policy. It argues that
new revenue mechanisms — specifically
alternative market mechanisms — are
needed to sustain the park system.

The Hong Kong Centre for Economic
Research (Hong Kong) examines “person-
nel economics” in its latest newsletter,
HKCER Letters. “Personnel Economics
and Economic Approaches to Incentives”
by Edward Lazear, a senior fellow at the
Hoover Institution, offers a perspective to
think about human resource issues that
uses incentive devices and economic
analysis.

Institut Economique de Montréal
(Québec, Canada) looks at ways of pricing
and conserving water in The Economic
Value of Underground Water. The study
estimates that the value of Quebec’s
underground water reserves is about $5
billion. Water is “free” for most users today, a
situation which encourages waste and
inefficiency. The study argues that a good
water management policy cannot be imple-
mented without considering the economic
value of the resource.

Why Ration Health Care, published by
Civitas (London), offers an international study
of the UK, Germany, France and public sector
health care in the USA. In terms of the
numbers of doctors and nurses, the author
finds that the UK is closer to Mexico and
Turkey than it is to France and Germany. The
study reinforces the suspicion that there is no
serious prospect of the UK matching the
standard of care which is simply taken for
granted in nearby France and Germany.

Additional new releases from Civitas include
Stakeholder Health Insurance, which offers an
alternative to the chronic problems facing
Britain’s National Health Service, and Women or
Men — Who Are Victims? which examines how
men are disadvantaged in the workplace.

The Institute of Economic Affairs (Lon-
don) examines the portrayal of business by listed in the Free Marke
novelists, poets, and other writers in The Dizectory on the Atlas Wi
Representation of Business in English Litera- page: -
ture. In the survey of English literature from
the eighteenth through twentieth centuries,
the five essays find that novelists and other
writers believe that “making money is a dirty
game.” This representation, in turn, affects the

See New Publications, page 6
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(Vancouver, BC) published Off Limits: How Al
Radical Environmentalists are Shutting Down 2 @We
Publications

Kissan Bole Chhe (English
title: The Farmer Speaks),
published by Centre for Civil
Society in New Delhi.

Centre for Civil Society’s
new book, Friedman on
India.
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