

















If we look around the room,
and each of us thinks about
how it was that we all got
here, mostly everyone in
some way can connect it to
the work of Atlas and Alex
Chafuen.

|

— Gerardo Bongiovanni, President of Fundacién "
Libertad (Argentina) at the opening reception of -

CEDICE’s 25th anniversary After his opening remarks, Alex Chafuen congrat-
ulates Rafael Alfonzo (left), chairman of CEDICE,

as Mario Vargas Llosa applauds.

LCARACAS

Llosa, former President Jorge Quiroga of Bolivia, and think tank leader Cris-
tian Larroulet (Libertad y Desarrollo, Chile) added an important element of

prestige and transparency, but also tension. Mario Vargas Llosa and his son,
the aforementioned Alvaro, were both detained at the

airport and sternly told not to criticize the govern-

ment. Neither cooperated. Before hundreds of defi-

ant liberals, the elder Vargas Llosa stated, “We don’t

want Venezuela to become a totalitarian communist

state!” The celebration of CEDICE’s quarter-century

birthday and the international showing of support

were fundamental to revitalizing the spirits of Ven-

ezuelans and exposing the corrupt tactics Chavez has

resorted to continue to strengthen his dictatorship.

In opening remarks, Atlas president and CEO, Alex

Chafuen, congratulated Rocio Guijarro, the general

manager of the institute, and all who are risking the

best part of their lives to support CEDICE. Despite

the challenges, CEDICE has been the recipient of all

of Atlas’s major awards: the Fisher Memorial Award g e—
for books, the Templeton Award for institute excel- Atlas’s Alex Chafuen and Caracas
lence, and the Utley Prize for promoting liberty in Mayor, Antonio Ledezma (right)
difficult territories. Leading Latin American newspaper El Universal quoted

Chafuen’s indictment that “during the same year we are celebrating the

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, we are confronting the new wall of

intolerance and judicial arbitrariness.”
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21sST MAINE
The State Policy

Network (USA) awarded

the Maine Heriage Policy Center the annual SPNovation prize for its
development program, “21st Maine.” Paying homage to the “20th Maine” Civil
War infantry regiment of the Battle of Gettysburg, the fundraising program
recruits donors to give a minimum of $8.00 each month through an electronic
fund transfer for the Center’s eight key policy initiatives. When they register,
21st Maine members agree to become more involved with the Center’s work
by participating in monthly action requests like writing a letter to their state
legislators or bringing a guest to an event — each monthly action takes a maxi-
mum of eight minutes to complete. The plan aims to build grassroots activity,
bring in additional revenue, and give donors a chance to get engaged in mak-
ing a difference in Maine.
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ATLAS FRIEND, PRESIDENT OF MONGOLIA

Elbegdorj Tsakhia, Atlas friend and founder of EBI-Think Tank (Mongo-
lia), was elected president of Mongolia in June. Elbegdorj served twice as
prime minister, and lead pro-democracy demonstrations in 1990 that brought
an end to 70 years of communist rule. In 2004, Atlas was able to attract fund-
ing to enable Elbegdorj and EBI to translate Hernando de Soto’s “The Mystery
of Capital” into Mongolian. He spoke at Atlas’s 25th Anniversary celebration in
San Francisco in 2006 and has attended other Atlas events. Elbegdorj defeated
the incumbent, ex-communist and leader of the People’s Revolutionary Party,
with 53% of the vote. Atlas hopes Elbegdorj and the Democratic Party can root
out corruption and enact free market policies in the former land of Khans.

INDIAN DEMOCRACY

Barun Mitra, president of the Liberty Institute (India), has been work-

ing tirelessly in India to support the country’s democratic foundation with

his website, “Empowering India,” which works to inform citizens about their
elected officials and candidates for office. India’s estimated 700 million voters
face a bewildering number of electoral choices, but the website informs voters
on the positions of the candidates, as well as whether or not the candidates
have criminal records. According to Mitra, “choice in politics and choice in
the market are flip sides of the same coin” — a lesson for every nation.
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PROMOTING
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
IN NEPAL

Samriddhi:
The Prosperity
Foundation is
taking steps in
Nepal to support
the culture of
entrepreneur-
ship by bringing
young people
together with
Nepalese entre-
preneurs. One of
its initiatives, called “Entrepreneurs
Speak,” is held once a month and hosts a
successful entrepreneur to speak about
the challenges and rewards of working
in the private sector. Past speakers have
included entrepreneurs in the fields

of banking, hospitality, real estate and
supermarkets.

6TH

ANNUAL
EUROPEAN
RESOURCE = =

BANK .

The 6th Annual European Resource
Bank will take place August 20-22 in
Marseille, France, and will be hosted
by The Institute for European
Studies — Europe (France). The
theme of this year’s conference will
be, “How to Communicate in Times of
Crisis: Lessons from our 2008/2009
Experience.” The Resource Bank offers
policy discussions as well as intensive
workshops teaching think tank man-
agement strategies, and a chance to
network with free market think tanks
from across Europe. For more infor-
mation visit wwuw.rbeurope.org.
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and attractive” is the mis-
sion of Circulo Bastiat e -

(Bastiat Circle), the latest

initiative by Fundacién

Libertad in Panama. In the tradition of classical liberal theorist and
master communicator Frédéric Bastiat, this new program seeks to imbibe
young individuals (between the ages of 18-26) with the ideas of a free and
virtuous society, and educate them about the philosophical framework of
liberty. Through various forums, courses, and essay contests, participants
of Circulo Bastiat will discuss topics like “legal plunder,” “limited govern-
ment” and “individualism.” Group members will have the opportunity to
teach what they learned to a wider audienc by receiving scholarships to
travel to international seminars and publish articles in national publications.

According to board member Alfonso Grimaldo, “Students have been par-
ticularly curious about these ideas since the recent election of conservative
President Ricardo Martinelli.” Capitalizing on this momentum, Circulo
Bastiat hopes to expand their network and reach out to the inquisitive
Panamanian youth.

20 YEARS
AFTER THE
BERLIN WALL

Throughout the course of this
year, particularly in November,
celebrations commemorating
of the fall of the Berlin Wall will
take place. Atlas will hold its annual celebration of this event, the Freedom
Dinner, on November gth at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington, DC. The
Crimes of Communism Institute (UOK), based in Sweden, has begun

an international project entitled 1989-2009 ~20th Anniversary of the Liber-
ated and Reunited Europe, which strives to highlight and honor the victims
of communism, as well as celebrate the triumph of freedom over tyranny. The
Institute has partnered with organizations across Europe to present events,
articles and press releases to ensure that the tragedies of communism are not
forgotten. UOK is seeking more partners to take part in this project in coun-
tries throughout Europe. You can get further information on how to become
involved at www.1989-2009.0rg.
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ADRIATIC INSTITUTI
FOR PUBLIC POLICY

ANTI-CORRUPTION
CAMPAIGN
IN CROATIA

Natasha Srdoc and Joel Anand Samy,
founders of the Adriatic Institute
(Croatia), recently published a Wall
Street Journal Europe article chid-
ing the Croatian government for its
rampant corruption. In response

to recent praise for the govern-

ment from the EU’s Commissioner
for Enlargement, Srdoc and Samy
maintain the country is “wracked by
corruption, smuggling and organized
crime. If it is a model for the Balkans,
then the whole region is condemned
to failure...Enlargement has been

the EU’s most successful policy for
exporting democracy, the rule of law
and free markets. By lowering its
standards, the EU now risks import-
ing the treacherous Balkan Route and
its trappings of organized crime and
corruption into the world’s largest
trading block.” The Adriatic Institute
has long worked to expose official
corruption in the region, despite
repeated threats on their lives. Srdoc
spoke to the Atlas Club about their
efforts at the 2008 Liberty Forum

in Atlanta. The article can be found
online at www.wsj.com by searching
Corruption in Croatia.
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Relax. Indulge your mind. Be inspired.
www.AtlasNetwork.org




